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Y We acknowledge the Palawa/Pakana 

people of lutruwita (Tasmania) and 

the Gadigal people of Sydney, the 

traditional owners and custodians of 

the land upon which we live and work. 

We pay respects to Elders past and 

present as the knowledge holders and 

sharers. We honour their strong culture 

and knowledge as vital to the self-

determination, wellbeing and strength 

of their communities. We stand for a 

future that profoundly respects and 

acknowledges Aboriginal perspectives, 

culture, language and history.
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S The University Medal is the highest academic award given to 

undergraduate students. 

Medals are awarded to students  
who have a consistent record 
of exceptional academic 
achievement at all levels of a 
bachelor's degree program, and 
qualify for a bachelor's degree 
with first class honours. Up to 
thirteen medals can be awarded 
annually.

The medal incorporates the 
University Arms. Originally, the 

University used the seal of the 
Tasmanian Council of Education. 
In 1937, a competition was held 
for the design of a coat of arms 
from University graduates.  
A design by Mr Egbert Holder  
Harry, a graduate and 
Launceston resident, was 
declared the winner.
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that symbolises the university's ethos. Before becoming 
ceremonial, maces were a real weapon, carried into battle  
by medieval knights and war-like bishops. Now, the mace  
is purely symbolic, and represents authority.

When the University of 
Tasmania was inaugurated  
in 1890, the symbol of 
authority used was a simple 
black rod. But in 1982, the 
University commissioned local 
sculptor Peter Taylor to design 
and coordinate the creation 
of a mace, with contributions 
from a number of Tasmanian 
artisans.

The head is made of 
ceramic and bronze, with 12 
ceramic ‘vanes' alternately 

enamelled in the University 
colours of red and blue. 
Gilding is applied to the 
outer edges of each of the 
vanes and is topped by a 
bronze crown. Four of the 
12 ceramic vanes extend 
through the crown, and 
form a visual focus for 
the paws of four bronze 
thylacines (Tasmanian 
tigers) around the crown.

Source: Australiana 2012, 
February, vol.34, no.1, p.29.
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D In 2014, a black rod was 
reintroduced as a symbol of 
authority at ceremonial occasions.

The use of a black rod dates back  
to the 14th century in Britain, where  
an Usher of the Black Rod served  
the monarch in the British House  
of Lords. The Black Rod was used  
to discipline anyone who offended 
the Crown. 

The University's Black Rod is  
made from Hydrowood Blackheart 
Sassafras. Hydrowood is sustainably 
recovered timber from the bed of 
Lake Pieman, which was flooded in 
the 1970s. It is now highly valued  
by furniture designers and 
woodworkers, and is also used 
in high-end residential and 
commercial construction.

The Centre for Sustainable 
Architecture with Wood, an 
extension of the University of 
Tasmania's School of Architecture 
and Design, collaborates with the 
State Government and Sustainable 
Forest Management on the 
Hydrowood project. The Centre's 
role is to provide timber producers 
with recovered logs that can 
be economically and efficiently 
converted into usable products.

The University's Black Rod is  
designed by award-winning 
designer and former Program 
Director of Furniture Design,  
Simon Ancher.
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WELCOME FROM  
THE CHANCELLOR 

Congratulations on becoming one of our newest graduates. 

I am honoured to share this special occasion with you,  
and your family and friends.

University is all about learning new skills and knowledge  
and discovering what these might offer the world. I hope that 
learning from a Tasmanian perspective has given you a distinctive 
and valuable experience that you find helpful in the years ahead.

Equally important, university is also about being part of a 
community and we are very grateful that you have been  
a part of ours. Now that you are graduating, I hope that you will  
stay connected through our much-valued alumni community, 
which includes over 150,000 University of Tasmania graduates  
living and working across the globe.

Wherever you choose to live and whatever you choose to do,  
I wish you the very best and express my admiration for your 
significant achievement.

Alison Watkins 
Chancellor

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations!

We hope the education and experiences you have had at the 
University of Tasmania have made a real difference for you.

We hope it has nurtured a fascination with your area of study  
and that you feel ready to contribute to our society's many debates 
and discussions. Likewise, we hope it has helped you acquire skills 
and knowledge that will benefit you, whether at work, in your 
community or in your family

We also hope it has prepared you to make a positive contribution  
to the world. For those in Tasmania, this includes helping to create 
Tasmania's future. Tasmania is a place with many wonderful 
opportunities. Like everywhere else, it also has plenty of challenges 
that need skilled and committed people working to overcome them.  

Whether you are helping in your local community or contributing to 
national or international efforts, everyone's role in making our world 
a better place is valued greatly.

Today we celebrate the next generation going out, ready to make 
the difference that the world needs. 

We hope this is a happy day for you and wish you well.

Professor Rufus Black 
Vice-Chancellor
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10AM THURSDAY 22 AUGUST 2024

MUSIC played by the Conservatorium Brass Quintet

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 10am in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Health & Medicine, Tasmanian School of Business and Economics,  
 University College, Graduate Research
Dr Stephen Ives, BAgSc(Hons), PhD, Senior Teaching Fellow
Associate Professor Shandell Elmer, RN, BA(Hons), PhD, Associate Professor in Nursing
Professor Steve Milanese, Academic Lead, Physiotherapy
Professor Graeme Zosky, BSc(Hons) W.Aust, MBiostat Syd, PhD W.Aust, Associate Dean, Research Performance
Professor Denise Fassett, BHlthSci(Nurs), MNurs Tas, PhD Technol.Syd, SRCNA, Executive Dean,  
 College of Health and Medicine
Associate Professor Kristyn Harman, GradCert ULT, BA(Hons), PhD, Chair of Academic Senate
Professor Natalie Brown, PVC North, BSc(Hons), DipEd, GCBusStd, PhD, FSEDA, GAICD, Vice Chancellor representative
Adjunct Associate Professor Kendra Strong
Mace Bearer
Ms Sheree Vertigan, AM, BA, MEd, MAICD, Deputy Chancellor

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played by the Quintet

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

WELCOME BY THE DEPUTY CHANCELLOR Ms Sheree Vertigan

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Associate Professor Kendra Strong

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Miss Larissa Jeannette Sarah Brake, BParamed, MPhysio

CLOSING REMARKS by the Deputy Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

REFRESHMENTS will be served after the ceremony in The Exhibition Centre

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 20 August 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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2PM THURSDAY 22 AUGUST 2024

MUSIC played by the Conservatorium Brass Quintet

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 2pm in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Arts, Law and Education, College of Sciences and Engineering, Graduate Research
Dr Julian Worrall, BArchStud(Hons), BArch(Hons) Adel, PhD UTokyo, RAIA, Head of the School of Architecture
Professor Sharon Fraser, BSc (Hons), DipEd, PhD, ScEdD, Associate Head Research – Education
Mr Stephen Hurd, BA, Director, Centre for Seafaring and Maritime Operations
Dr Angela Castles, BA(Hons), GradDipEnvPlg, PhD, Director, Acting Executive Dean, Strategy and Business Development
Associate Professor Kristyn Harman, GradCert ULT, BA(Hons), PhD, Chair of Academic Senate
Professor Natalie Brown, PVC North, BSc(Hons), DipEd, GCBusStd, PhD, FSEDA, GAICD, Vice Chancellor representative
Mrs Donna Seen, BEd (Hons) GradCertEd (Specialisation), Guest Speaker
Mace Bearer
Ms Sheree Vertigan, AM, BA, MEd, MAICD, Deputy Chancellor

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played by the Quintet

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

WELCOME BY THE DEPUTY CHANCELLOR Ms Sheree Vertigan

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Mrs Donna Seen

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Miss Isabella Darsaklis, DipUniStud, BEd(HPE)

CLOSING REMARKS by the Deputy Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

REFRESHMENTS will be served after the ceremony in The Exhibition Centre

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 20 August 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, LAW AND EDUCATION

Diploma of Education Support

Shellee Alexanderson
Denise Geraldine Atkinson
Rebecca Jane Bailey
Jorja Barber
Jessica Lee Burke
Hongjing Cai
Kristy Elizabeth Champion
Alexander Cooper
Rachel Domonique Eade
Nikki‑Lee Holland
Emma Kate Ikin
Kerri Kringle
Sheree Annette Paynter
Todd Pinnington
Jesinta Reeves
Emma Maria Schneiders
Stephanie Jane Shield
Kristy Springer
Trudy Elizabeth Valentan
Cassandra Wells
Alicia Fay Whiteman

Associate Degree in Arts

Sophie Megan Baker
Ruby Jane Brothers

Associate Degree in  
Education Support

Monique Guard
Fiona King
Grace Maher
Sainaz Nisha Shekh
Vanessa Lee Shirley
Sarah Kate Verschuren

Bachelor of Adult and  
Applied Learning

Joan-Lenore Wesson

Bachelor of Arts

Amy Fawkner
Liam Haney
Darcy Jack Lynch
Eleaza Rose Marchel
Pip Juno Valentine Nicholls
Zachary Overs
Megan Ann Scarborough
Irina Winning

Bachelor of Education  
(Early Childhood)
Jessica Ann Bonner
Jessica Lee Carter
Jessie Lee Crack
Meg Cheyne Hill
Wanyi Huang
Theresa Regina Locket
Belinda Jayne Mansley

Bachelor of Education (Health  
and Physical Education)

Abbey Kate Boutcher
Isabella Darsaklis
Bronte Maree Duniam
Dylan Headland

Bachelor of Education (Primary)

Zane Brockman
Georgia May Callanan
Alyssa Sharee Cooper
Victoria Grace Dean
Catherine Eager
Rachel May England
Emily Marie Fereiro
Sian Ford
Kayla Elizabeth Hunt
Jayden Johnson
Bianca Elizabeth Kennedy
Maigen Emily Leenders
Markella Lesa
Hannah Grace Lockhart
Jacob Emil Prochazka McCrohan
Lucas Milbourne
India Madeline Valeria Palmer‑Bock
Sarah Jane Pennicott
Sheridan Christy Penwright
Mojdeh Rezaie
Emma-Lynne Singleton
Kate Rosemary Weekes
Joshua Daniel Williams

Bachelor of Educational Studies

Jasmyn Rose Wilson

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Alice Kate McIntyre Chalmers
Stephen John Ferrari
Sidonie Marjason
Helen Rose‑Morris

Bachelor of Justice Studies
Blaise Bramich

Bachelor of Social Science  
(Police Studies)

Jack Fawdry

Bachelor of Arts with Professional 
Honours (Public Sector Leadership 
and Management)

Anthony William Gasparini

Bachelor of Education with 
Professional Honours (Early 
Childhood)

Tashina Emma-Leigh Wolff

Bachelor of Education with 
Professional Honours (Leadership)

Emma Rice

Bachelor of Education with 
Professional Honours (TESOL)

Winston Madawala

Graduate Certificate in Education

Jasmin Joan Garwood
Kylie Mayne
Colin Anthony Moynihan
Jessica Maree Averil Nicholls
Tugba Fatma Uyan

Graduate Certificate in Education 
(Early Childhood)

Jacqueline Patricia Wood

Graduate Certificate in Education 
(Leadership)

Neesha‑Marie Hartog

Graduate Certificate of Education

Sandra Kay Groves

Master of Education (Leadership)

Jennifer Louise Williamson Rennie

Master of Teaching

Taliesha Maree Baylis
Hannah Tess Gibson
Samuel Luke Page
Joseph Rodrigues
Lili Paige Wrigley
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Undergraduate Certificate in 
Community Support

Mandy Helen Beveridge
Amanda Rosemary Blair
Andy Hall
Bernice Jacqueline Joyce Heys
Brady Jackson
Kimbilli Jane Johnson
Miriam Estelle Kuipers
Shanice Leslie Poke
Seema Saratkumar

Undergraduate Certificate  
in Fermentation

Huon Reilly‑Icely

Diploma of Agribusiness

Sarah Jane Furze
William Andrew Grey
Keeley Eileen Lester
Sarah Kate Morrall

Diploma of Applied Business

Riley Burden
Rahmath Hussain Khan

Diploma of Applied Design

Emma Barber

Diploma of Applied Health  
and Community Support

Lindie Kristine Lupo
Tobias McCrae
Tiffany Louise Mole

Diploma of Applied Technologies

Stuart Douglas Hays

Diploma of Construction 
Management

Andrew Peter George Brumby

Diploma of University Studies 
(Education)

Mia Grace Colville
Olivia Mary Gillie
Michelle Lea Keppler
Amanda Jane Oates

Diploma of University Studies 
(Health Science)

Billy John Williams

Diploma of University Studies 
(Nursing Foundation Studies)

Jacinta Lee Rennie

Diploma of University Studies 
(Psychology)

Aamani Laws

Diploma of University Studies 
(Science)

Yacub Hyabu Ali

Associate Degree in Agribusiness

Larissa Rae Godfrey

Associate Degree in  
Applied Business

Bianca Joy Dolphin
Davina Lesley Maxwell

Associate Degree in Applied Health 
and Community Support

Laura Louise Rattray
Kimberlie Jay Trewin

Associate Degree in Applied 
Technologies (Cyber Security)

Christopher Brian Catlin

Associate Degree in Equipment 
Design and Technology

Melissah Christina Brandso

Bachelor of Business

Lucy Bransden
Akram Kaled Kassem
Megan Amber Rose Norris

Bachelor of Business and  
Bachelor of Science

Aiden Cameron

Bachelor of Philosophy

Michael John Triggs

Graduate Certificate in E‑Health 
(Health Informatics)

Robert Anthony Buenamente  
 Allanigue

Graduate Certificate in  
Sustainable Business

Brian Christopher Soenaryo

Graduate Diploma of E-Health 
(Health Informatics)

Catriona Middleton‑Rennie

Master of Professional Accounting

Prabina Subedi

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
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Undergraduate Certificate in  
Allied Health

Olivia Jane Grzinic

Bachelor of Ageing and  
Dementia Studies

Marie Cook

Bachelor of Health Science  
(Medical Radiation Science)

Erin Frances Allison Brown

Bachelor of Laboratory Medicine

Chelsea Jean Boxall
Hong Lien Bui
Yan Yuet Cheung
Wijewickrama Bhagya Prasangee  
 De Silva
Lenaduwa Lokuge Kisal Amajith  
 Dharmadasa
Peilin Li
Shiyan Lin
Amy Jane Louise Pereira
Lillian Jean Reeve
Thai My Tram Tran
Hung Phu Truong
Thi Binh An Vuong

Bachelor of Nursing

Roxanne Megan Hodgson
Sudha Koirala
Brooke Beverley O’Shannessey

Bachelor of Nutrition Science

Madelaine Brown
Ella Anne Hingston
Jenna Tiahn Williams

Bachelor of Psychological Science

Rhiannon Clare Bone
Jacqueline Maria Duffy
Michael Jones
Alec Donald Lamont
Andrew Robert Mitchell
Samveer Rathore

Bachelor of Nursing with Clinical 
Honours (Transition to Practice)

Heidi Healey
Maddison Winter

Bachelor of Nursing with Honours

Loveness Tsitsi Mauwa
Daniel Tissot

Bachelor of Nursing with 
Professional Honours (Clinical 
Nursing and Teaching)
Silin He

Bachelor of Nursing with 
Professional Honours 
(Rehabilitation Nursing)

Donna Flynn

Bachelor of Nursing with 
Professional Honours  
(Renal Nursing)

Ravinderjeet Kaur Brar

Graduate Certificate in  
Clinical Leadership

Sharon Maree McLean

Graduate Certificate in Nursing

Nicole Frances Duggan
Rumiko Edwards
Srijana Karki
Abbie May Laurie‑Rhodes
Jeanette Seah Su Ann

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Jomy Anto James
Min Chen
Leena Cherian
Dona Darly Alukkal
Anindita Datta
Kayla Ann de Waal
Jaime Griffiths
Zo Pui Thangi Hualngo
Inna Iaroshchuk
Miki Kido
Kate Killen
Chang Liu
Sini Mathew
Jaswinder kaur Mehra
Emma Ogilvie
Jessa Mae Javier Pescuela
Maddalyn Rayner
Mary Valerie Sazon
Nisha Thapa Ojha
Natascha Van Rensburg
Jill Walsh
Lingxiao Xue
Yeonju Youn
Elizabeth Andrea Michelle Zuhiri

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Anaesthetic and Recovery Nursing)
Kerrin Joice
Suraiya Khan
Minu Joy
Lauren Lynlee Nott
Maria Lourdes Gretel Lim Sanderson
Charlee Watson
Liu Yang

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Cardiovascular Nursing)

Rose Chang
Heather Herzig
Georgia Nisbett
Vyoma Hiren Rajyaguru

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Child and Family Health Nursing)

Fiona Louise Van Donselaar

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Clinical Nursing and Teaching)

Jodie Broomham
Helen Louise Clothier
Lin Feng
Anne Louise Gray
Ingrid Karin Hartog
Melissa Jane Hay
Zoe Hewitt
Detty Nishad
Meena Paudel
Emma Jade Snare
Anne Monece Solis Tan
Rosemary Jane White
Grace Elizabeth Young

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Tiss Baby
Sophia Louise Beresford‑Cane
Carly Louise Hyland

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Donna Louise Kylstra
Amy Anne MacGregor
Ira Ingrid Rocha Echevarria
Lily Catherine Vardon
Teegen Ann Westmarsh

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Gerontological Nursing)
Kirsty Jane Bolt
Salina Dangol
Surya Johns Melecherukattil
Neena Thomas

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(High Acuity Nursing)

Sumandeep Kaur

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Leadership in Practice)

Jinto Antony
Madison Traianidis
Charlene van der Put

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Mental Health and Psychiatric 
Nursing)

Shawn Michael Broughton

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing)

Jennifer Lewis
Kathleen Grace Ostler
Kylie Anne Stout
Mini Varghese

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Neuroscience Nursing)

Kate Warren

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Oncology Nursing)

Bridget Ellen Burns
Kylie Chaplin
Paige Nancy Connolly‑Davies
Michelle King

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Orthopaedic Nursing)

Simone Maryke Billing

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Paediatric Nursing)

Katie Anne Booth

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Sheeja Jigeesh Ellil

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Primary Health)

Emma Ruth Cairns

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Renal Nursing)
Jaisy John
Jessie Diana Koenig
Michelle Ludwig
Neenu Philip
Leanne Piening
Rachael Springall

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Special Care of the Newborn 
Nursing)

Rhiannon Humble
Silvia James
Emma Carisse Devenyns Masters

Graduate Diploma of 
Environmental Health

Merran Beverley Rogers

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Princy Albert
Gerard Arellano
Kellie Rae Beeson
Asha Cherukad Jose
Kimberlyn De Marchi
Brett Fisher
Karina Emily Ford
Anu Kanjirakkattu Alias
Sharon Sikhangezile Masuku
Kia Tarrant Minnis
Nicola Mitchell
Kelly Murray
Hoang Nam Nguyen
Sherin Peter
Roshika Marina Pinto
Namita Pokhrel
Neeta Poudel
Nisha Roy
Methilda Vijayakumar
Michelle Watt
Susan Elizabeth Whatman

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Addiction Studies)

Rancy Cherian
Zongshi Liu

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Anaesthetic and Recovery Nursing)

Carol Li Aquino
Leonora Ele Malabanan
Amelia Temple

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Cardiovascular Nursing)
Anupa Baniya Ruwali
Daley Foxwell
Ashley Kate James

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Clinical Nursing and Teaching)

Rebecca Jane Afflick
Victor Michael Bautista
Lianne Belleza
Bronwen Jennifer Coles
Payal Das
Danielle Meta Vern Hayes
Kirsty Levi
Jessica Lea Murray
Yitong Ni
Nan Qi
Janet Elaine Robins

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Erin Dean
Ashley Knight
Aima Mable
Linda Janette Sibal

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Claudia May Aylward
Natasha de Groen
Rachel Lauren Flood
Chantelle Kavur
Thai Phuong Thao Le
Jayde Angela McNair
Sarah Rachel Millard
Shauna O’Donoghue
Sowmiya Palatty Pathrose

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Gerontological Nursing)

Femy Jacob
Sushma Joshi
Michelle Steverson

Graduate Diploma of Nursing (High 
Acuity Nursing)

Marie Jessica Sophie Buffion
Maria Goretta Connell
Chloe Fretter
Claire Hayson
Victoria Selene Joy Templeton

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Leadership in Practice)
Kylie Margaret Crookall
Mark Williams

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Mental Health and Psychiatric 
Nursing)

Nitu Ghale
Dacena James Davis
Jijesh Jayarajan
Deepti Sharma

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Oncology Nursing)

Cassandra Bird
Rosalie Brand
Okelewey Dabere
Fiona Baoting Feng
Danielle Mary Goss
Xiaofang Han
Timy Mary Thomas

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Orthopaedic Nursing)

Shaniya Nilufer Ogul

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Paediatric Nursing)

Bincy Baby
Bona May Sulitas

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Dona Abraham
Megan Rose Ford
Amber Kathryn Hawkins
Krystal Recana
Angelica Gwen Samson
Kabita Thapa
Jessica Tyne
Janette Grace Weeding

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Quality and Safety)

Margaret Slattery

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Rehabilitation Nursing)

Tahaliah-Jain Goodwin

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Renal Nursing)

Jinky Bravo
Shiying Zhou

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Special Care of the Newborn 
Nursing)

Shemene Emma Leedham

Master of Clinical Nursing  
(Acute Care Nursing)

Anju Gurung

Master of Clinical Nursing 
(Anaesthetic and Recovery Nursing)

Sharmini Katrina Nair
Pabitra Subba
Kate Christine Taylor

Master of Clinical Nursing (Clinical 
Nursing and Teaching)

Ashleigh Victoria Platt

Master of Clinical Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Charlotte Haf Celyn Nansen

Master of Clinical Nursing  
(Renal Nursing)

Sarah Louise Bertoli

Master of Laboratory Medicine

Hasitha Sandeepa De Silva  
 Ambawatta Hewage
Joel Miracle Bijosono
Andrews Opoku Boampong
Manik Goyal
Rojan K C
Praneeth Madusanka Karannagoda  
 Disawage
Anis Ahmad Khan
Nhat Yen Vy Le

Sok Hui Lim
Arpita Maheswari
Fathima Nuska Mohamed Nawas
Hiu Ching Mui
Thi Van Huyen Pham
Victoria Ann Roy
Zong You Tan
Nu Tra Mi Than
Kelly Widjaja
Sicheng Xin
Ngai Chun Yip
Mengran Zhang
Yaqiong Zhang
Yuanjun Zhang

Master of Physiotherapy

Marcus Cameron Bessell
Larissa Jeannette Sarah Brake
Molly Matilda Bess Duigan
Alec Ganeo
Emily Mae Hudson
Amir Mohammad Jafari
Zoephia Julia Ruth Kaminski
Adam Bryan Lewis
Ross James Lovell
Jacinta Mary Magor
Nicholas Geoffrey Martin
Tyra Sandercock
Timothy John Smith
Jack Mervyn John Sproule
Drew Peter Sykes
Kasandra Anne Tilyard
Courtney Anne Wright

Master of Quality Services  
(Health and Safety)

Kathryn Veronica Anderson

Master of Speech Pathology

Kallista Adkins
Madeline Rose Blackman
Georgia Daisy Coy
Laurin Isobel Hudspeth
Claire Alana Kent
Kate Trdin
Billie Fiona Watkins

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Undergraduate Certificate in 
Climate Change Awareness  
and Action

Sandra Kay Groves

Undergraduate Certificate in Data 
and Environmental Management

Joy Ann De Guzman

Undergraduate Certificate in ICT 
Professional Practice

Ben Thomas Stone

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Sustainable Living

Megan Ashleigh Devine

Diploma of Engineering 
Infrastructure (Rail)

Matthew Bergman
Anyuly Mileidy Cardenas Herrera
Sereyvuth Chan
Timothy John Lehmann
Christopher Daniel Martin
Mitchell Millington
Fawer Bionelgy Ocampo Hernandez
Matthew John Perrett‑Knight
Francesco Schiavone
Damien Simes
Luke Tomic
Mark Ward

Diploma of Global Logistics and 
Maritime Management

Joshua Robert MacFie Jones
Ewan Key

Diploma of Sustainable Living

Karen Louisa Suzane Feeney

Associate Degree in  
Furniture Design

Jonathan William Dehnert
Georgia Ariel Weitenberg

Associate Degree in Global Logistics 
and Maritime Management

Isaac Mitchell Nolan

Associate Degree in Science

Hannah Tess Gibson

Advanced Diploma of Applied 
Science (Marine Engineering)

Joshua James Soia

Advanced Diploma of Applied 
Science (Nautical Science)
Cheuk Hei Martin Lo

Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Marine Engineering)

Palash Chanda
Kaveendra Eranga Daluwathumulla  
 Daluwathumulla Gamage
Bindu Hewa Hasitha Dheemantha  
 De Silva
Senura Jayanaka Devendra
Chemberlin Ifeanyi Egbuna
Jared Charles Felton
Michael James Finch
Bryce William Finnegan
Geegana Gamage Theja  
 Sandakelum
Mohammad Shamit Hasan
Finn St Clair Bell Keeley
Patrick Nnaoma Okorie
Kurugamage Samudra  
 Muthumal Perera
Wadduwage Tharindu  
 Shamantha Perera
Devesh Ramchurn
Kashyapa Dananjaya Subasinghe
Alistair Brett Swan
Shammika Rohan Abeywardana  
 Unagaha Gedara
Ned Whiting
Matthew Eric Zeitsch

Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Nautical Science)

Sagar Arora
Scott Samuel Cousin
Omesh Dhar
Osanda Lakshith Elikewela
Richard John Everett
Shyh Jye Toddy Fan
Pak Yui Patrick Fung
Nicholas Galipo
Kunal Kanchan Gandhi
Caitlin Maggie Garrett
Kristian Martin Hooge
Tanmay Sunil Khanolkar
Pun Ho Kwok
Ka Hei Lai
Kin Ming Lau
Jenn Huei Leo
Gavin Troy Mckenzie
Subin Menon
Yui San Ng
Akshay Kumar Ramjee
Tasaulym Tassie Ruoikabuti

Khaleifah Abdulla Ali Mohamed  
 Shahein
Devendra Kumar Singh
Darren Stockwell
Misaele Soqo Vakaceguidelana

Bachelor of Architecture and Built 
Environments

James Morrison Farrell
Yu Hui Lai
Bianca Mishell MacLeod
Pawanpreet Singh
Rongjia Wang

Bachelor of Design

Kayne Stephen Jestrimski

Bachelor of Global Logistics and 
Maritime Management

Zainb Al Minshidawi
Tran Minh Tuan

Bachelor of Information and 
Communication Technology

Leigh Rodney Beeton
Owen Ian DaRos
Navaraj Gautam

Bachelor of Science

Luorui Li
Harichand Ravichandran
Tyson Stafford

Bachelor of Engineering (Naval 
Architecture) (Honours)

Jack David Turnbull

Bachelor of Engineering (Naval 
Architecture) with Honours

Kiritaake Teannaki

Bachelor of Maritime Engineering 
(Marine and Offshore Engineering) 
with Honours

Benjamin Gerard Hillen

Bachelor of Maritime Engineering 
(Naval Architecture) with Honours

Chika Victor Agwu
Christopher Geerkens
Muhammad Waris Yaar Khan

Graduate Certificate in Applied 
Science (Shipping Operations 
Management)

Andrew Harmer

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
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Graduate Certificate in Global 
Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management

Luke Neil Ford
Karine Nabela Limento

Graduate Certificate in Maritime 
and Logistics Management

Ilana Tuckfield
Ayesha Yates

Graduate Certificate of Logistics 
Management

Bernard Eugene Orford

Graduate Diploma of Applied 
Science (Marine Engineering)

Michael Joseph Handcock

Graduate Diploma of Maritime 
Management

Mohamed Zaid

Master of Architecture
Jing Xian Cheng
Alvin Chiew Kai Jie
Ramindu Yatheera Delwala
Joshua Gentile
Malindra Homsilpakul
Leang Kung Lim
Minh Tu Nong
Aidan Ellis Peterson
Angelica Graciela Sujana
Ngoc Bao Tran
Say Loon Voon
Ronghang Xia

Master of Business Administration 
(Maritime and Logistics 
Management)

Mohamed Kouyate

Master of Global Logistics and 
Supply Chain Management

S M Sams Arefin Chowdhury
Unnat Khatiwada
Mona Nasr
Preyanka Pandiyan

Master of Information Technology 
and Systems

Bindiyaben Darshanbhai Balar
Yi-Xin Chang
Md Safayat Karim
Md Al Shakline Khan
Dikpal Jung Kunwar
Gorash Pokharel
Arun Powdel
Pushpinder Kaur
Md Armanur Rahman
Rezwanul Sakib
Harpreet Singh
Amit Subedi
Amrit Tiwari
Martin Johan Waites

Master of Maritime Engineering 
(Advanced)

Hasitha Soysa Amarasekara
Junchen Zhu

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING

GRADUATE RESEARCH

Graduate Certificate in Research

Adeel Afzal
Misha Ansari
Ian Clive Ayre
Stephen Rowland Baidoo
Prem Bhattarai

Franco Maximiliano Bilotto
Danielle Elizabeth Bywaters
Jake Raymond Cowin
Yew Kee Goh
Jian Hou
Shikder Saiful Islam

Ruixuan Ji
Shekhar KC
Kuluni Piumika Millaniyage
Kathryn Jane Ogden
Theunis Lodewyk Pieters

Doctor of Philosophy

Adeel Afzal
School  Education
Thesis Title  The Attitudes of Dairy Farmers and Extension Workers towards the use of E‑extension Methods:  
   A comparative study of Tasmania, Australia and Punjab, Pakistan
Supervisors  Professor SI Kilpatrick, Dr B Penrose, Dr LR Turner

Misha Ansari
School  Health Sciences
Thesis Title  A Novel Method of Treatment for People with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus
Supervisors  Dr SG Hardcastle, Dr SA Myers, Dr MW Schmidt, Associate Professor AD Williams
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Ian Clive Ayre
School  Education
Thesis Title  Experiences of Learners and Learning with Education for Sustainability in Tasmanian Secondary School
Supervisors  Dr NR Barnes, Dr PD Brett, Dr CL Cirkony, Professor MJ Corbett, Associate Professor JE Dyment,  
   Professor AM Hill, Professor KJ Swabey

Stephen Rowland Baidoo
School  Education
Thesis Title  Examining Knowledge, Beliefs, Attitudes and Achievement in Ghanaian Pre‑service Geometry Teaching
Supervisors  Dr DJ Hicks, Associate Professor GN Oates, Dr RL Reaburn

Prem Bhattarai
School  Health Sciences
Thesis Title  Pulmonary Arterial Remodelling and Role of Endothelial to Mesenchymal Transition (EndMT)  
   in Smokers and in Patients with Small Airway Disease and COPD
Supervisors  Dr SA Myers, Dr SS Sohal, Associate Professor AD Williams

Franco Maximiliano Bilotto
School  Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture
Thesis Title  The Nexus between Profitability, Productivity, and Greenhouse Gas Emissions of Livestock Businesses  
   under Increasingly Variable Climates
Supervisors  Dr KM Christie‑Whitehead, Associate Professor MT Harrison, Dr LR Turner

Jake Raymond Cowin
School  Health Sciences
Thesis Title  Theoretical and Practical Understanding of Movement Variability within Sporting Tasks
Supervisors  Associate Professor JW Fell, Dr C Kitic, Associate Professor S Nimphius, Dr MW Schmidt

Yew Kee Goh
School  Australian Maritime College
Thesis Title  AUV Path Re‑planning for Optimal Acoustic Sonar Area Coverage
Supervisors  Professor S Chai, Dr S Fan, Dr PD King, Dr ZQ Leong, Dr HD Nguyen, Mr GD Williams

Jian Hou
School  Engineering
Thesis Title  Developing Glulam Product from Fibre‑managed Plantation Eucalyptus nitens
Supervisors  Dr H Jiao, Dr NJ Kotlarewski, Professor GB Nolan, Dr A Taoum

Shikder Saiful Islam
School  Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
Thesis Title  Genetic Diversity and Microbiomes of Australian Gambierdiscus
Supervisors  Associate Professor CJ Bolch, Associate Professor AR Bridle

Delwyn Trixie James
School  Education
Thesis Title  Is University for Me? Bridging the Gap: Equity students journey to university through an enabling program
Supervisors  Dr NR Barnes, Dr NL Crawford, Dr WJ Green, Dr RJ McCarthy, Associate Professor TA Muir

Ruixuan Ji
School  Education
Thesis Title  Relationships between Undergraduate Students’ Mathematics‑related Beliefs and their Influence  
   on Intention to Continue Learning Mathematics
Supervisors  Professor KC Beswick, Dr S Fan, Dr SK Garg, Associate Professor GN Oates, Dr DL Pullen

GRADUATE RESEARCH
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Shekhar KC
School  Education
Thesis Title  The Role of Tertiary and Further Education and Work in the Resettlement Experience  
   of Former Refugees in Tasmania
Supervisors  Dr RS Katersky Barnes, Professor SI Kilpatrick

Kuluni Piumika Millaniyage
School  Architecture and Design
Thesis Title  New Engineered Timber Flooring Product Development for Low‑density Plantation Hardwood
Supervisors  Dr NJ Kotlarewski, Professor GB Nolan, Dr A Taoum, Dr LH Wallis

Kathryn Jane Ogden
School  Education
Thesis Title  Attributes and Generic Competencies Required by Doctors for Effective Contribution  
   to Complex Adaptive Health Care Systems
Supervisors  Associate Professor SL Elmer, Professor SI Kilpatrick

Theunis Lodewyk Pieters
School  Health Sciences
Thesis Title  Workloads in Adolescent Athletes
Supervisors  Professor N Byrne, Associate Professor JW Fell, Dr CP Mainsbridge, Dr KA Patterson, Dr NW Pitchford

GRADUATE RESEARCH
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GRADUATES CONFERRED THROUGH COUNCIL

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
MEDICINE

Graduate Certificate in Nursing

Gerardine Frances O’Brien

Bachelor of Paramedic Practice

Bianca Mae Piper

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Clinical Nursing and Teaching)

Felicity Clyne

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Mavis Dwomoh

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing)

Angela Mary Hedges

Graduate Diploma of Clinical 
Pharmacy

Van My Duong

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 
AND ENGINEERING

Bachelor of Information Systems

Luan Xiangqian

GRADUATE RESEARCH

Graduate Certificate in Research

Prashanth Bashyam
Timothy Ian Donnelly
Leonard Maximilian Hambrecht
Mariano Agustin Hernandez
Elena Lounejeva Baturina
Melika Louise Missen
Yanan Niu
Mei Qu
Ana Serrano Mazo
Samuel Zarfos

Doctor of Philosophy

Prashanth Bashyam
School  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title  Field Detection of Perfluorinated Contaminants: Instrumentation
Supervisors  Professor MC Breadmore, Dr W Grochocki, Dr F Maya Alejandro, Dr M Zhang

Dylan Leslie Bird
School  Creative Arts and Media
Thesis Title  Ordinary People’s Listening: Exploring the democratic potential of podcast journalism
Supervisors  Professor NS Farrelly, Professor MK Lindgren

Aneeta Breen
School  Social Sciences
Thesis Title  Guidance, Dual Modalities and Interpretation Matter in Bias Crime Regulation: A comparative study  
   of the Bias Crime Statute and Case Law from Victoria, New South Wales, and England & Wales
Supervisors  Professor NL Asquith, Dr MA Guerzoni

Timothy Ian Donnelly
School  Tasmanian School of Business and Economics
Thesis Title  Exploring the Dynamic Capabilities Associated with Best‑practice Strategic Social Sustainability  
   Management in Australia’s Community Housing Sector
Supervisors  Dr AM Dunn, Dr L French, Dr MD Wickham

Leonard Maximilian Hambrecht
School  Geography, Planning, and Spatial Sciences
Thesis Title  Bridging the Scale Gap: Drone‑based lidar for assessing functional forest diversity
Supervisors  Professor A Lucieer, Dr Z Malenovsky, Dr LO Wallace
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Mariano Agustin Hernandez
School  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title  Genomic Analysis of Variation in Reproductive and Stress Traits in Eucalypts
Supervisors  Dr JB Butler, Professor BM Potts, Dr DA Steane, Professor R Vaillancourt

Elena Lounejeva Baturina
School  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title  Trace Element Geochemistry of Pyrite in Sediments Across the Permian Triassic Boundary
Supervisors  Professor L Danyushevsky, Dr GJ Davidson, Professor RR Large, Mr JA Steadman

Melika Louise Missen
School  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title  Investigating the Role of Water Availability on the Physiology, Leaf Growth and Productivity  
   of a Temperate Grassland under Elevated Carbon Dioxide
Supervisors  Professor MJ Hovenden, Associate Professor JL Weller

Yanan Niu
Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture
Thesis Title  Genetic Studies on Lodging Resistance of Cereal Crops
Supervisors  Dr C Zhao, Professor M Zhou

Mei Qu
School  Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture
Thesis Title  Understanding the Role of Boron in Plant Responses to Soil Salinity
Supervisors  Professor A Fuglsang, Professor SS Shabala, Associate Professor SI Shabala, Professor M Yu,  
   Professor M Zhou

Ana Serrano Mazo
School  Creative Arts and Media
Thesis Title  Building Performativity: Choreoarchitectural strategies for attunement to more‑than human bodies
Supervisors  Dr MJ Delbridge, Professor DM Hannah, Dr JM Hogan, Professor MJ Keating, Professor SY Loo

Samuel Zarfos
School  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title  Studies Concerning the Isolation, Synthesis and Functionalisation of Natural Products
Supervisors  Professor AC Bissember, Professor JA Smith

GRADUATES CONFERRED THROUGH COUNCIL
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WELCOME TO  
YOUR UNIVERSITY  
ALUMNI COMMUNITY

Congratulations on completing your studies successfully 
and graduating today.

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania, you are joining  
a vibrant global community of more than 150,000 alumni 
that live and work across approximately 110 countries.

Through your alumni community you will experience 
the special bond that forms between people who have 
studied at the same University and you may be surprised 
how this connection will influence people's desire to help 
you and see you succeed.

 Wherever you are in the world, there is probably another 
University of Tasmania graduate there who can help you 
establish connections, build networks, get introductions, 
make friends, or even find a home.  And if you need help 
finding these fellow graduates, our Alumni Office can  
give you a hand.

Through the University you have access to a wide range  
of events and opportunities to extend your network.

The University also offers a number of lifelong  
learning, career enhancement and student  
mentoring opportunities.

ALUMNI BENEFITS

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania you have 
access to many exclusive services and benefits including:

• discounts on further study

• lifelong learning opportunities, lectures and forums

• free access to the University Library

• lifelong email

• invitations to reunions and networking events

• professional development events and webinars

• career mentoring and career development

• alumni news and information services

• volunteering opportunities

RECOGNISE THE EXCEPTIONAL

The Alumni Awards program recognise the outstanding 
achievements of alumni making a significant contribution to 
their communities and achieving excellence in their industry.

For more information go to 
utas.edu.au/our-alumni

GRADUATE OUTCOMES SURVEY (GOS)

As a University graduate, you will receive an invitation  
by email to complete the GOS in 4-6 months' time.

The GOS is administered by the Social Research Centre 
on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 
Graduates from Universities across Australia participate.

This is your opportunity to provide feedback on your 
experiences at the University of Tasmania and tell us  
what you have been up to since leaving the University,  
e.g. Are you working? If so, where and in what industry?  
Did you go on to further study?

Your survey response will be greatly appreciated.

SHARE YOUR GRADUATION MOMENTS

Graduation is a celebration of your success at university  
and we encourage you to share celebration messages  
and photos of your smiles, gowns, families and friends  
on the University's Alumni Facebook page at  
facebook.com/utasalumni.

http://utas.edu.au/our-alumni
https://www.facebook.com/UTASAlumni/


P A G E  2 1  •  L A U N C E S T O N  •  2 2  A U G U S T  2 0 2 4

R
E

G
A

L
IA ACADEMIC AND CEREMONIAL DRESS

On graduation day, special academic dress is worn for the ceremony. Gowns and hoods of 
different shapes indicate the degrees of bachelor's, master's and doctorates, and the colour of 
each hood represents the discipline of study. The University's academic dress is based on those 
of the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge. The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Members of the University Council wear ceremonial regalia.

HONORARY DOCTORATE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

HONORARY MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Cap: black, with gold cord and tassel.

PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATES

Gown: black, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Gown: black, with scarlet silk on the opening of 
sleeves and length of the lapels. Hood: scarlet, 
fully lined with scarlet silk. Bonnet: black 
velvet, with scarlet cord and tassel.

MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk. Cap: black, with black  
cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk, bound on tippet and cowl 
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk on tippet and cowl. Cap: black,  
with black cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk,  bound on tippet and cowl  
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND DIPLOMA

Gown: black cloth. Stole: coloured silk  
of discipline. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.

CHANCELLOR AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Gown: black damask silk, trimmed with gold 
braid, gold embroidery designs with the lion 
from the University's coat of arms and the 
Tasmanian floral emblem. Cap: black, edged 
with gold braid; or Bonnet: black velvet, with 
gold cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY COUNCIL

Gown: black cloth, with gold braid running 
from front to back on each shoulder.  
Cap: black, with black cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN  
MARITIME COLLEGE BOARD

Gown: black cloth with square collar of gold 
silk, faced on the full length of the lapels with 
gold silk. Cap: black, edged with gold braid 
and black cord and tassel.

FELLOW 

Gown: black cloth, with red stole, trimmed 
with gold. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.
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Arts
Dark Blue

Law
Crimson

Education
Light Blue

Music,  
Performing Arts

Silver Grey

Fine Arts,  
Visual Arts

Satinwood

Business,  
Economics

Orange

Arts, Law and  
Education

Business and 
Economics

Medical Science, 
Dementia Care

Purple

Nursing
Blue Green

Health
Jacaranda

Medicine and 
Surgery

Lilac

Pharmacy
Saffron

Health and Medicine

Science,  
Engineering, ICT

White

Environmental  
Studies
Light Pink

Geomatics and 
Surveying
Green Muscat

Agricultural  
Science

Brown

Engineering and 
Technology

Green

Architecture,  
Town Planning, 

Enivironmental Design
Dark Pink

Sciences and Engineering

Aboriginal Scarf Torres Strait Islander Scarf

Maritime  
Operations

Royal Blue

Marine  
Conservation 
and Resource 
Sustainability

Aqua

Certificate I‑IV  
and Graduate 

Certificate
Silver Grey

Diploma  
and Graduate 

Diploma
Apricot

Marine and  
Logistics 

Management
Ivory

Marine  
Engineering and 
Hydrodynamics 

Purple

Australian Maritime College

Doctor of Philosophy
Scarlett

Higher Degrees in Research

R
E

G
A

L
IA

 C
O

L
O

U
R

S



P A G E  3 2  •  H O B A R T  •  1 6  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

Graduation ceremonies go back a long way – some parts of modern ceremonies date back to the 
12th century. When the Chancellor confers degrees to graduands, their words are a translation of 
the Latin form used in the Middle Ages.

In those times, the Chancellor’s authority came 
from the church, which had a monopoly on 
education, partly because clerics were almost 
the only people who could read and write. As 
a result, the only person who could license a 
teacher was the bishop of a diocese, a task 
he could deputise to his chief secretary or 
chancellor. But as learning spread and teachers 
needed to work outside of a single diocese,  
the Chancellor’s authority had to come from 
the Pope. 

This changed at the Reformation, when 
the Crown assumed all the rights that had 
previously been the Pope’s in England.  
As a result, all subsequent universities in 
England have been created by Royal Charter 
– and chancellors now wear robes similar  
to those of the Lord Chancellor of England,  
rather than the ecclesiastical robes of the 
Middle Ages.

In the 12th century, academic staff were called 
‘masters’ or MAs. They hired their own lecture 
rooms and charged their own fees, and formed 
guilds or unions, which is what ‘universitas’ 
originally meant. As they insisted that they 
alone should determine who could be teachers, 
they found themselves in conflict with the 
Chancellor.  

In the 13th century, the Pope decreed that 
chancellors were obliged to confer degrees on 
all those nominated by the masters. This is why 
the Dean, as spokesperson for the academic 
staff, reads out the names of those who are to 
receive degrees, and why the masters watch 
to see that the Chancellor or their deputy does 
their job. 

The word ‘degree’ comes from the Latin 
gradus, which means ‘a step’, which is also 
where we get 'graduand’. When students are 
admitted to a bachelor’s degree they move  
one step up, and when they are admitted to  
a master’s degree they climb again to become 
part of the masters guild, or universitas. 

The public is also an important participant in 
the graduation ceremony, as the proceedings 
need to be seen and heard by valid witnesses. 
The public hears the words of the Dean and 
the Chancellor and sees the new graduates 
dressed in their respective gowns or robes. 

Based on Davis, R.H.C. 1991. From Alfred the 
Great to Stephen, Hambledon Press, London, 
pp. 307-309.
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