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Y We acknowledge the Palawa/Pakana 

people of lutruwita (Tasmania) and 

the Gadigal people of Sydney, the 

traditional owners and custodians of 

the land upon which we live and work. 

We pay respects to Elders past and 

present as the knowledge holders and 

sharers. We honour their strong culture 

and knowledge as vital to the self-

determination, wellbeing and strength 

of their communities. We stand for a 

future that profoundly respects and 

acknowledges Aboriginal perspectives, 

culture, language and history.
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S The University Medal is the highest academic award given to 

undergraduate students. 

Medals are awarded to students  
who have a consistent record 
of exceptional academic 
achievement at all levels of a 
bachelor's degree program, and 
qualify for a bachelor's degree 
with first class honours. Up to 
thirteen medals can be awarded 
annually.

The medal incorporates the 
University Arms. Originally, the 

University used the seal of the 
Tasmanian Council of Education. 
In 1937, a competition was held 
for the design of a coat of arms 
from University graduates.  
A design by Mr Egbert Holder  
Harry, a graduate and 
Launceston resident, was 
declared the winner.
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E Most Australian universities have a ceremonial mace 
that symbolises the university's ethos. Before becoming 
ceremonial, maces were a real weapon, carried into battle  
by medieval knights and war-like bishops. Now, the mace  
is purely symbolic, and represents authority.

When the University of 
Tasmania was inaugurated  
in 1890, the symbol of 
authority used was a simple 
black rod. But in 1982, the 
University commissioned local 
sculptor Peter Taylor to design 
and coordinate the creation 
of a mace, with contributions 
from a number of Tasmanian 
artisans.

The head is made of 
ceramic and bronze, with 12 
ceramic ‘vanes' alternately 

enamelled in the University 
colours of red and blue. 
Gilding is applied to the 
outer edges of each of the 
vanes and is topped by a 
bronze crown. Four of the 
12 ceramic vanes extend 
through the crown, and 
form a visual focus for 
the paws of four bronze 
thylacines (Tasmanian 
tigers) around the crown.

Source: Australiana 2012, 
February, vol.34, no.1, p.29.
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D In 2014, a black rod was 
reintroduced as a symbol of 
authority at ceremonial occasions.

The use of a black rod dates back  
to the 14th century in Britain, where  
an Usher of the Black Rod served  
the monarch in the British House  
of Lords. The Black Rod was used  
to discipline anyone who offended 
the Crown. 

The University's Black Rod is  
made from Hydrowood Blackheart 
Sassafras. Hydrowood is sustainably 
recovered timber from the bed of 
Lake Pieman, which was flooded in 
the 1970s. It is now highly valued  
by furniture designers and 
woodworkers, and is also used 
in high-end residential and 
commercial construction.

The Centre for Sustainable 
Architecture with Wood, an 
extension of the University of 
Tasmania's School of Architecture 
and Design, collaborates with the 
State Government and Sustainable 
Forest Management on the 
Hydrowood project. The Centre's 
role is to provide timber producers 
with recovered logs that can 
be economically and efficiently 
converted into usable products.

The University's Black Rod is  
designed by award-winning 
designer and former Program 
Director of Furniture Design,  
Simon Ancher.
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WELCOME FROM  
THE CHANCELLOR 

Congratulations on becoming one of our newest graduates. 

I am honoured to share this special occasion with you,  
and your family and friends.

University is all about learning new skills and knowledge  
and discovering what these might offer the world. I hope that 
learning from a Tasmanian perspective has given you a distinctive 
and valuable experience that you find helpful in the years ahead.

Equally important, university is also about being part of a 
community and we are very grateful that you have been  
a part of ours. Now that you are graduating, I hope that you will  
stay connected through our much-valued alumni community, 
which includes over 140,000 University of Tasmania graduates  
living and working across the globe.

Wherever you choose to live and whatever you choose to do,  
I wish you the very best and express my admiration for your 
significant achievement.

Alison Watkins 
Chancellor

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations!

We hope the education and experiences you have had at the 
University of Tasmania have made a real difference for you.

We hope it has nurtured a fascination with your area of study  
and that you feel ready to contribute to our society's many debates 
and discussions. Likewise, we hope it has helped you acquire skills 
and knowledge that will benefit you, whether at work, in your 
community or in your family

We also hope it has prepared you to make a positive contribution  
to the world. For those in Tasmania, this includes helping to create 
Tasmania's future. Tasmania is a place with many wonderful 
opportunities. Like everywhere else, it also has plenty of challenges 
that need skilled and committed people working to overcome them.  

Whether you are helping in your local community or contributing to 
national or international efforts, everyone's role in making our world 
a better place is valued greatly.

Today we celebrate the next generation going out, ready to make 
the difference that the world needs. 

We hope this is a happy day for you and wish you well.

Professor Rufus Black 
Vice-Chancellor
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11AM WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2024

MUSIC played by the Conservatorium Brass Quintet

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 11am in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Health and Medicine and College of Business and Economics
Dr Nick Brodie, Jane Franklin Hall
Joanna Roswell, Principal, Jane Franklin Hall
Professor Stuart Crispin, BBA(TourMgmt), BCom(Hons), PhD
Professor Christine Stirling, PhD, MPA, Cert Paediatrics, BN, RN, AAG, ACN, Head of the School of Nursing
Professor Lisa Foa, BSc(Hons) Deakin, PhD Tas, Head of the School of Psychological Sciences
Professor Lisa Fletcher, BA(Hons), PhD Melb, Head of the School of Humanities
Professor Luke Bereznicki, BPharm(Hons) PhD, Executive Dean of the College of Health and Medicine
Associate Professor Kristyn Harman, GradCert ULT, BA(Hons), PhD, Deputy Chair of Academic Senate
Professor Mitch Parsell, BA(Hons), PhD, Deputy Vice Chancellor Education, Vice Chancellor Representative
Karina Groenewoud, BSc(Hons), MPA, GAICD, Councillor
Ms Heather Kent, BCom first class hons, Guest speaker
Mace Bearer
Mr James Groom, BA(Hons), LLB, GAICD, Deputy Chancellor

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

WELCOME BY THE DEPUTY CHANCELLOR Mr James Groom, Deputy Chancellor

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Ms Heather Kent

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Mr Murphy Knowles, BParamed

CLOSING REMARKS by the Deputy Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

REFRESHMENTS will be served after the ceremony in the canopy, at the front of the arena.

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 18 March 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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2PM WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2024

MUSIC played by the Conservatorium Brass Quintet

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 2pm in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Sciences and Engineering and College of Arts, Law and Education
Dr Nick Brodie, Jane Franklin Hall
Joanna Roswell, Principal, Jane Franklin Hall
Associate Professor Emmett Stinson, Head of School of Humanities, BA(Hons), MA, PhD
Professor Simon Ellingsen, BSc(Hons), PhD, FASA, FAIP, Dean of the School of Natural Sciences
Professor Lisa Fletcher, BA(Hons), PhD Melb, Head of the School of Humanities
Doctor Angela Castles, BA(Hons), GradDipEnvPlg, PhD, Executive Dean of the College of Sciences and Engineering
Professor Natalie Brown, BSc(Hons), DipEd, GCBusStd, PhD, FSEDA, GAICD, Chair of Academic Senate 
Prof. Kate Darian-Smith, DipEd, BA(Hons), PhD Melb, FASSA, Vice Chancellor representative 
Doctor Tania Price, PhD, Member of University Council
Associate Professor Ashley Townsend, BSc(Hons) PhD, FRACI CChem FRSC, Director Central Science Laboratory
Mr Aaron Benham BAppSc first call honours, MTeach, Guest speaker
Mace Bearer

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

WELCOME TO COUNTRY delivered by Dave Warrener

WELCOME BY THE DEPUTY CHANCELLOR Mr James Groom, Deputy Chancellor

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Mr Aaron Benham

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Mrs Leeanne Harris-Walters, BSocSc, DipFamHist

CLOSING REMARKS by the Deputy Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

REFRESHMENTS will be served after the ceremony in the canopy, at the front of the arena.

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 18 March 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, LAW AND EDUCATION

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Education Support

Hannah Margery Francis
Maddie Patricia Johnson

Undergraduate Certificate in Family 
History

Ann Roslyn Henderson
Marcelle Therese Hill
Lorraine Phyllis Taylor
Arlene Louisa White

Diploma of Creative Arts and Health

Carey Scott Carey
Alison Nicole Constable
Josephine Freitag
Kylie Jean Hall
Anna Catherine Mary Kidd
Elisha Renee Schnell
Karina Talbott

Diploma of Family History

Holly Louise Ambler
Katrine Marion Barnett
Deborah Anne Bassingthwaighte
Naomi Bligh
Suzanne Davies
Karin Mai Eckermann
Katie Elise Elliott
John Robert Frazer
Pamela Freeman
Carol Maree Goddard
Jennifer Jean Gourlay
Theresa Monica Grima
Leeanne Maree Harris‑Walters
Donna Felicity Hogg
Prudence Grace Holling
Elizabeth Helen Hore
Judith Anne Horman
Naomi Lee Hunt
Catherine Mary James
Kerrilee Jones
Sarah Helen Kaires
Peter Nigel King
Melany Thais Laycock
Anthony James Lennard
Jennifer Ann Liu
Peter John Lovett
Lindy Mackay
Clare Francis McGee
Carol Meade
Marcia L Miller
Stephen Paul Mulcahy
Susan Margaret Napper
Amanda Louise Neve
Beverley Anne Orr

Jennifer Plowes
Kristen Potts
Merryn Elizabeth Ralph
David James Roberts
Anthony Fegen Robinson
Joanne Marie Rush
Patricia Sanson
Deborah Anne Schofield‑Gavin
Sharon Gail Smith
Julie Maree Sullivan
Katharine Mary Turner
Sandra Janet Tyrrell
Graeme Leon Walker
Lora Warman
Julie Anne Whiteley
Catheryn Zdanowicz

Diploma of Music

Melinda Megan Barnett

Diploma of Social Sciences (Policing 
Practices)

Todd Maxwell Blake
Samuel Michael Gardner
Michael James Karena
Kelby J Miley
Tyler Moore
Brett Thomas Nankivell
Tomas Pears
Jayden Floyd Rayner
Shaani Louise Sharp
Benjamin Isaac Spinks

Associate Degree in Arts

Mathew Paul Goodluck
D’arne Pippa Triffett

Associate Degree (Education 
Support)

Ebony Jade Taylor

Associate Degree in Social Sciences 
(Policing Practices)

Adam Bertoli
Donna Lynn

Bachelor of Adult and Applied 
Learning

Antonietta D’Angelo
Janet Eleanor Ernst
Samuel Luke Page

Bachelor of Arts

Martha Helen Barclay
Henry Edward Barrenger
Mark Ray Davey

Heidi Jewel Duffey
Maisie Jean Keil
Joshua Pitt
Nicole Senior

Bachelor of Educational Studies

Brittney Kathleen Kelly

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Richard Ellis Langley

Bachelor of Justice Studies

Mikaela Louise Sarne

Bachelor of Laws

Bico Xin Yoong Ngu

Bachelor of Music

Sebastian Magnus Folvig
Samuel Allan Howard
Emily Catherine Knight

Bachelor of Social Work with 
Honours

Louise Victoria Adams

Graduate Certificate in Arts 
(Prosecution Practice)

Jayson Dale Taws

Graduate Certificate in 
Parliamentary Law and Practice

Maddison Evans

Graduate Diploma in Education 
Studies

Julian Thomas Cragg
Ebeny Louise Wood

Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice

Madalyn Jane Clark
Sze Min Leong

Graduate Diploma of Tourism, 
Environmental and Cultural 
Heritage

Jiayue Zhou

Master of Teaching

Christina Jay Adams
Ashleigh Bevan
Mary Maconochie

Master of Tourism, Environmental 
and Cultural Heritage

Tao Zhong
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Undergraduate Certificate in 
Applied Technologies

Diksha Virendra Gosavi

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Fermentation

Seeley Amber Kerr

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Science

Christopher Daniel Davis
Charlotte Ivy Rudd

Diploma of Applied Health and 
Community Support

Denise Mwenedata

Diploma of General Studies

Jonathan Abraham Mathew

Diploma of Pharmacy Studies

Tahlia Louise Hopkins

Diploma of Philosophy

Monique Elise Valentine

Diploma of University Studies (Arts)

Casey Parker

Diploma of University Studies 
(Education)

Izach James Collins

Diploma of University Studies 
(Engineering)

Joshua Joseph Hyatt
Alexander Colin McMillan

Diploma of University Studies 
(Health Science)

Luke Oliver Anderson‑Dixon

Diploma of University Studies 
(Nursing Foundation Studies)

Luke Anicic
Thomas Edward Bath
Jessica Kathleen Cook
Tamsin Costello
Maggie Joy Eldridge
Jessica Kate Evans
Kate Forrest‑Magill
Janaya Gustas
Shania Ali Kava
Brittany Magrath
Samuel James Van Den Berg
Brodie Jane Williams

Diploma of University Studies 
(Science)

Liam Joel Yeomans

International First Year Diploma 
Business

Koshik Thapa

International First Year Diploma 
Science

Chia‑Han Ho
Raj Haribhai Patel
Valin Raika

Bachelor of Business

Andrew James Abel
Nikita Maree Abel
Melissa Jane Austernin
Elliot Bagshaw
Pawlos Barratt
Ka Hin Cheung
Ko Ho Ming
Asher Liam Park
Sonam Tshering Tamang
Xiaoting Tan

Zi Yu Tan
James Wray
Ciyu Zhang
Renke Zheng

Bachelor of Economics

Billy Johan Blackett

Bachelor of Marine and Antarctic 
Science

Stella Mary McNiven

Bachelor of Science

Stella Mary McNiven

Bachelor of Business with Honours

Breanna Franklin

First Class Honours
Erin Devine Buttermore

Graduate Certificate in Business 
Studies

Jasmine Chaudhary
Dilini Gayanthi Gamlath  
	 Hathnapitiya Gamaethiralalage
Junjie He
Mukesh Kumar Maharan
Kalyan Ranabhat
Daniel Schebella
Mingxin Yu

Master of Business Administration 
(International)

Gillian Kate Leake

Master of Professional Accounting

Qingyi Jia
Suda Pandey

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
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Diploma of Dementia Care

Aurelia Grace James
Jennifer Anne Nieser
Frances Marie‑Therese Reid
Annette Maree Rittman
Lucinda Mary Rowles
Ruth Colette Van der Bellen

Associate Degree in Dementia Care

Sandra Kay Groves
Julie Maree King

Bachelor of Ageing and Dementia 
Studies

Tanya Maree Cleary

Bachelor of Dementia Care

Wen Chen Smith

Bachelor of Medical Research

Ruby Anne Fiedler
Riley Oakley

Bachelor of Nursing

Pragati Acharya
Sophie Riarna Alomes
Asma Nausheen
Najat Awel
Mikayla Zara Aziz
Maya Nin Bakowski
Brielle Danene Barnes
Jayden Barend Becker
Hemanta Bhattarai
Amelia Kate Bivolcheff
Breanna Brennan
Sandra Nicole Bresnehan
Phillida Bridley
Isabel Amanda Britten
Lindy Renee Brown
Katrina Browning
Poppy Buissink
Ruth Mariana Casper
Montanna Cate
Maegan Anne Cattermull
Jody Paul Cicolini
Tarsha Clark
Anna Rose Cooper
Vijesh Dangal
Doria Daud
Holly Dawes
Dona Rita Fei Lucas Deus
Ngoc Kim Xuyen Doan
Sarah Donato
Guoquan Du
Morgan Grace Eastley
Jonathan Paul Eaton

Leah Jane Ednie
Jessica Ley Falkner
Liang Feng
Alison Fox
James Alec Fulton
Lily Gargiulo
Mariessa Garnsey
Abbie Jade Geappen
Akilu Gebrezgabir
Aren Alphonso Valenzuela Gonzales
Isabella Goodsell
Olivier Tristan Graham
Lauralai Tasma Green
Mitchell James Groves
Ajay Gurung
Priyanka Gurung
Brianna Carmen Harrowby
Brooklyn Joanne Hazelwood
Ashleigh Hugo
Antoinette Marion Humphrey
Pei‑Hsuan Hung
Caitlin Elyse Hunter
Molly Rose Hurst
Chelsea Pamela Jones
Harriet Jones
Jenny Jones
Neetu K C
Rajni Kaur
Harriet King
Charlotte Stephanie Kirkby
Ellouise Kop
Lucy Lambert
Isabel Langridge
Savannah Kate Lawrence
Mijin Lee
Penny Lewis
Erin Lindbeck
Adam James Livingstone
Courtney Paige Long
Jenna Lee Lucas
Mikaela Anne Lunn
Jacinta Maree Saramaskos Mackay
Mandeep Kaur
Ashley Manson
Imogen Constance McKinnon
Annalise Najman
Thuy Mai Nguyen
Zoe Kathleen Oates
Magaritta Udensi Omojola
Jessica Palmer
Pratikshya Pantha
Amrita Parajuli
Medini Parajuli
Connor James Pearcey
Renae Georgina Penney
Pooja Pradhan

Brooke Maree Quinn
Ashoda Rai
Jin Ju Irene Redding
Daisy Rhodes
Teagan Richards
Ashley Bree Roberts
Chloe Rogers
Holly Joan Schorta
Anastasia Isabella Seymour
Sony Shakya
Ekta Shrestha
Rejina Shrestha
Utsav Silwal
Emma Anne Stalker
Sienna Rose Stephens
Eliza Stevens
Nicole Stirling
Sophie Emma Sullivan
Meg Isabelle Sulzberger
Lisha Suo
Lana Louise Suris
Mark Anthony Sutton
Kwan Ho Tam
Siew Wern Tan
Ella Rose Taylor
Evelyn Maree Tiemens
Angela Jane Townsend
Landekumbure Mudiyanselaga  
	 Tharushi Amanda Sri  
	 Prabhashwari Uduwahawara
Monique Fay Undy
Festus Core Vyimana
Kylie Maree Walker
Benjaman James Wallace
Andrew Wang
Yu‑Wen Wang
Georgie Skye Watchorn
Danielle Lee Webb
Phoebe Lordes Wilson‑McLean
Keeley Jade Wilton
Angela Joy Wilton‑Prince

Bachelor of Paramedic Practice

Luke Christopher Abbey
Erika Renee Bader
Erika Maree Birkefeld
Luke Bleesing
Michael Kelly
Harley Jon King
Kiri McCurdy
Romina Gabriela Santa Maria
Daniel Schubert
Charles John Sheedy
Gemma Louise Wallace

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE



P A G E  1 1  •  H O B A R T  •  2 0  M A R C H  2 0 2 4

Bachelor of Paramedicine

Gareth Murray Bowater
Zoe Louise Brown‑Bourne
Stephen Gary Burns
Tulip Cranson
Jessica De Garis
William Alexander Hurd
Felicity Kay
Murphy Stan Knowles
Melissa Langiano
Hayden Linehan
Lara Manning
Amy Kate Michael
Fraser William Moroney
Annette Murfet
Daisy Palmer
Otis Pankiw
Daniel Phillip Petrotta
Thomas Mark Rasmussen
Laura Elizabeth Riseley
Micah Stephen Schwartz
Claudia Elizabeth Sheffield
Luka Smillie
Logan Elliot Smith
Mia Lily Townsend
Jared James Van Andel
India Walshe
Adam Josh Williams
Oliver Willshire
Megan Woodward
Alana Jayne Wright

Bachelor of Psychological Science

Elliott Fone
Laura Elizabeth Jepson
Libby Masters

Bachelor of Medical Science with 
Honours

Tomas Michael Bobrowski

Graduate Certificate (Clinical 
Redesign)

Katy Biggs
Sarah Black
Hasanpreet Kaur Brar
Samantha Helen Chapman
Lorraine Daoud
Michelle Ruth Davison
Vanessa Anne Fellows
Lindy Fenton
Sommer Harrison
Tracy Ann Herlihy
Michelle Christine Jordan
Welma Joubert

Yamuna Kafle
Jacqueline Van Lai
Keith Graham Layton
Camilla Lobo
Megan Elizabeth McDonald
Judith Maree Richards
Victoria Scott
Gurunath Sule
Louise Treloar
Ross Vergios

Graduate Certificate in Addiction 
Studies for Health Professionals

Sampath Gurusinghe Arachchige

Graduate Certificate in Clinical 
Pharmacy

Erin Louise Jutronic

Graduate Certificate in Dementia

Vanessa Ann May

Graduate Certificate in Healthcare 
in Remote and Extreme 
Environments

Michael Bajada
Caitlin Bray
Molly Rose Cargill
Ryan Marcus William Farrer
Rickie Jai Single

Graduate Certificate in Leadership 
(Health and Human Services)

Sally Anne Beaumont
Brittney Elizabeth Rose Cook
Fiona Simone Jordan‑Coad

Graduate Certificate in Nursing

Worlali Glover

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Urmila Bhandari
Georgia Kaye Davenport
Carlos Lopez
Rodelyn Relingo
Sarah Tran

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Anaesthetic and Recovery Nursing)

Georgia Eden Cohen
Zexing Jiang
Zhi Nuo Lee
Kylie Oi Kiu Mok
Tiffany Elise Sweet
Eleisha Wissler

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Cardiovascular Nursing)

Samantha Lee Crossley
Paige Sharon Fulwood

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Child and Family Health Nursing)

Stéphanie Sophie Pastula‑Ramadier
Deepa Prince

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Stacie Lorraine French
Tayla Maree Gregory
Karina Jane Pritchard

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Jasmin Skye Carroll
Tamika Maree Storer

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Leadership in Practice)

Fang Jin

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Mental Health and Psychiatric 
Nursing)

Nidhi Adhikari
Samita Adhikari

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Neuroscience Nursing)

Neethu Babu Raj
Jankhanaben Ashvinbhai  
	 Makhesana

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Oncology Nursing)

Omkar Khatiwada
Tia Summerside

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Paediatric Nursing)

Merly Babu
Tenielle Kelly

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Joy Alvarez
Phoebe Rose Baker
Katie Maree Boyd
Madison Eve Burr
Sofia Cicchitti
Heidi Jane Dale
Marra Angela Portugal De Leon

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Maddison Elizabeth Eyles
Uy Chhorng Khang
Monalisa Yekuno

Graduate Diploma in Counselling

Deborah Geraldine Vanderwerp

Graduate Diploma of Dementia

Simone Kramme

Graduate Diploma of Healthcare in 
Remote and Extreme Environments

Alecia Jane McCall

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Bindumol Antony

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Anaesthetic and Recovery Nursing)

Alice Peters

Graduate Diploma of Nursing (Child 
and Family Health Nursing)

Erin Sarah Alexandria Smith

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Ani Sherin Jose

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Victoria Rosie Louise Houghton
Sharyn Maree Jenkins
Emma Jane Pigden

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing)

Nimmy Georgekutty

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Neuroscience Nursing)

Sujana Gautam Sharma Kharel

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Oncology Nursing)

Anne Marielle Louise Castro  
	 Tolentino

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Vanesa Pilar Cantero Rabanillo
Nicole Amy Habgood
Ada Ruo Lan Hua

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Primary Health)

Taylor Laube

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Renal Nursing)

Xiaojie Suzanne Wang

Master of Clinical Nursing (Mental 
Health and Psychiatric Nursing)

Christine Healy

Master of Clinical Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Jennifer Anne Street

Master of Clinical Pharmacy

Crystal Ranjeeta Ucarer

Master of Dementia

Jeffrey Nielsen

Master of Leadership (Health and 
Human Services)

Tara McAndrew

Master of Psychology (Clinical)

Olivia Clare Hannon
Hannah Lintvelt McHardy
Grace Frankie Mitchell
Shubhda Pokhriyal
Marielle Nina Prazak
Ayshin Rasi
Andrew Christopher Stone
Elizabeth Claire Sullivan
Eleanor Kate Vincent
Cerridwyn Louise Whitten
Alison Ann Wilkes

Master of Public Health

Vaishali Dadri

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Sustainable Living

Lisa Margaret Campbell
Melanie Jane Craig
Fiona Lauren Driehuyzen
Wendy Carol Eiby
Stefanie Corinne Gebbie
Kate Gibson
Kew Gibson
Belinda Pitt Gilham
Gabrielle Jay Gross
Kathleen Margaret Guthrie
Seema Kanade

Jessica May Lethbridge
Kiarna Cindy Carson Nibbs
Megan Elizabeth O'Donnell
Michael John Palimaka
Lauren Johanna Palmai
Rebekah Breann Rowntree
Martin Julian Thomas
Joanne Louise Van Breda
Fiona Janice Veikkanen
Lisa Watts
Stephanie Wheaton
Matthew Nathan Wood

Diploma of Sustainable Living

Maree Frances Barnard
Penelope Ingram Blomfield
Leah Maree Bonfili
Stephanie Bouman
Alicia Marie Braumberger
Johanna Maree Bush
Meagan Jane Campain
Kiera Chammen
Chia‑fei Chang
Tessa Chapman
Karen Cochrane

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING

Nurdurrah A Bari Cook
Samantha Lee Crawford
Kimberley Louise Critchley
Helen De Lange
Susan Frances Despea
Artika Devi
Darcy Jonathon Direen
Karen Jane Fagg
Elizabeth Fenwick
Lucien John Fischer
Dianne Rosalee Fleming
Kelly Jane Foxcroft
Melinda Jayne Frost
Jessica Kimberley Frymyer
Dhanalakshmi Ganeshan
Alexandra Ginn
Helen Judith Grzyb
Josephine Gualtieri Ioannides
Hyder Gulam
Debra Anne Handley
Lynne Dorothy Hardgrave
Jeremy Harris
Sarah Patricia Hendriks
Rhianna Hobbs
Joanna Dorothy Hopkins
Tia Howson
Gavin Jia‑Haur Hua
Yuheng Huang
Samara B Jenkins
Evan Jovanovic
Haruyo Kataoka
Anita La Forgia
Genevieve Ladd
Pamela Gaye Lane
Shevaun Langer
Keltia Lyndsay
Petra Karolly Mahy
Abigail McConnell
Camille Mewett
Cassandra Olive
Jennifer Oliver
Tobias O’Toole
Scarlet Evie Pateyjohns
Dane Pearce
Kipiah Aaron Leigh Reading
Martin Rehak
Chantelle Rezaian
Tegan Richards
Samuel Barnaby Ross
Mark Schulz
Megan Sharkie
Georgina Louise Shirley
Fiona Skoglund
Alison Slater

Damian Spavin
Robyn Spencer
Lyly Taing
Jemma Thompson
Joanne E Thompson
Nina Elizabeth Traves
Mary Veness
Kristina Wallace
Nicholas West
Philip Victor Burns Wilcox
Sara Jade Wilson
Simone Louise Wright
Bethany Louise Reece Yates
Francesco Zinghini

Bachelor of Information and 
Communication Technology

Flynn James McMurray
Arjun Rai
Duc Tri Truong

Bachelor of Information Systems

KuangYu Chen
Yihang Cui
Qiran Luo

Bachelor of Marine and Antarctic 
Science

Hayley Christine Anderson
Lotus Ocean Blossom‑Dumpleton
Gabrielle Burke
Olivia Chadwick
Elissa Git Ling Chan
Patrick John Cope
Liam Hollingsworth
Kelly Anne King
Summa Maidstone
Oliver Edward Morphett
Nadhrah Binte Nasrullah
Andrew Carmine Papadakis

Bachelor of Natural Environment 
and Wilderness

Daniel Riley Gough

Bachelor of Natural Environment 
and Wilderness Studies

Isabella May Shannon

Bachelor of Science

Yi Yan Yvette Chan
Nicholas Louis Delany
Maxwell Lennon Douglas Kinghorn
Lucas Dzalakowski

May Elizabeth Hensher
Emily Louise Hilder
Daniel Mackintosh
Brianna Nicole Marshall
Mohamad Mayer
Fergus Valentine Smith
B Nathish Vel
Yifan Yuan

Bachelor of Surveying and Spatial 
Sciences

Mitchell Connor Henham

Bachelor of Agriculture with 
Honours

Chas Francis Hughes

Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) with 
Honours

Zelang Hou

Bachelor of Engineering 
(Mechanical) with Honours

Neil Law

Bachelor of Science with Honours

Mickayla Ellen‑Rose Pearson

Graduate Diploma of Applied 
Science

Jemma Aimee Dabner

Graduate Diploma of Marine and 
Antarctic Science

Stephy Ann Libera

Master of Economic Geology

Michael Adams
Roseanna Maree Dale
David Gerardo Portocarrero Ccaccya

Master of Environmental Geospatial 
Science

Alice Joy Robbins

Master of Information Technology 
and Systems

Hirenkumar Bhagvanbhai Desai
Gurpreet Kaur
Harnoor Singh
Kanwalpreet Kaur
Shweta Sharma

Master of Planning

Zhen Wang
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Master of Arts

Keith James Everett
School		  Humanities 
Thesis Title		  Learning to Understand: My life story to pakana philosophy
Supervisors		  Professor K Darian‑Smith, Professor GP Lehman, Dr R Taylor, Professor MM Walter

Master of Education (Research)

Belinda Claire Jarman
School		  Education
Thesis Title		  The Social and Emotional Wellbeing of Females with Autism Spectrum Disorder  
			   from the Perspective of Parents
Supervisors		  Professor KC Beswick, Dr ML Hennebry‑Leung, Dr ND Ollington, Dr CS Rayner

Doctor of Philosophy

Johnny Grøneng Aase
School		  Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
Thesis Title		  Monitoring Maritime Activities in Remote Waters
Supervisors		  Professor MG Haward, Dr JA Jabour, Dr KJ Michael, Dr HE Nielsen

Israel Opeyemi Adeseko
School		  Creative Arts and Media
Thesis Title		  Translation of Environmental Knowledge to Policy: Bridging the gap between scientists and societal  
			   behavioural change
Supervisors		  Professor MJ Keating, Dr CM Konkes, Professor EA Lester, Dr EA Pinkard

Bruno Agustin Arpi
School		  Law
Thesis Title		  The Contributions of Argentina and Australia to the Creation and Development of Antarctic Law at  
			   Critical Moments in Antarctic History
Supervisors		  Professor MG Haward, Dr A Jackson, Professor EM Leane, Associate Professor JS McGee

Regi Broeren
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  A Disease in Disguise: DFT2, the second transmissible cancer in the Tasmanian devil
Supervisors		  Associate Professor SS Carver, Dr RK Hamede Ross, Professor JM O’Reilly‑Wapstra

Thinley Gyeltshen
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Natural Products Isolation Studies of Australian Native Plants
Supervisors		  Professor AC Bissember, Dr N Guven, Professor JA Smith

Adnan Habib
School		  Tasmanian School of Business and Economics
Thesis Title		  Essays on Geopolitical and Systemic Risks
Supervisors		  Dr X Deng, Dr V Volkov

GRADUATE RESEARCH

Graduate Certificate in Research

Johnny Grøneng Aase
Israel Opeyemi Adeseko
Bruno Agustin Arpi
Regi Broeren
Xiaotong Gu
Thinley Gyeltshen
Adnan Habib
Yuxuan Hu

Jeroen Jansen
Belinda Claire Jarman
Jayender Kumar
Krishna Lamsal
Renjie Li
Bin Liang
Ahmed Alaa Eldin Tohami  
	 Taha Maklad
Jacquelyn Susan McCoy

Michelle Morgan
Philip James Mylecharane
Irtaza Ali Nemati
Zoe Louise Rimmer
Simon Charles Stanton
Abbey Christine Throssell
Debra Louise Urquhart
Jakob Weis
Myriam Ziou
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Yuxuan Hu
School		  Information and Communication Technology
Thesis Title		  Influence‑based Detection and Mitigation of Ideological Isolation in Online Social Networks
Supervisors		  Dr Q Bai, Dr EL Roehrer

Jeroen Jansen
School		   Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Rabbits to Control Cats: Open landscape conservation of reintroduced western quolls
Supervisors		  Professor CN Johnson, Professor ME Jones

Thomas James Keen
School		  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title		  Implications of Agricultural Demand and Development Pathways for Global Biodiversity
Supervisors		  Professor BW Brook, Dr EJ Flies, Professor MA Hunt, Dr S Ondei

Jayender Kumar
School		  Natural Sciences
Thesis Title		  The Structure and 3D Kinematics within 4 KPC of the Galactic Center
Supervisors		  Professor SP Ellingsen, Associate Professor SS Shabala

Krishna Lamsal
School		  Geography, Planning, and Spatial Sciences
Thesis Title		  Quantitative Remote Sensing of Vegetation Functional Traits and Disturbance Dynamics in  
			   Australian Eucalypt Forest
Supervisors		  Dr J Aryal, Professor TJ Brodribb, Professor MA King, Professor A Lucieer, Dr Z Malenovsky

Renjie Li
School		  Information and Communication Technology
Thesis Title		  Using Artificial Intelligence (AI)‑based Computer Vision Methods to Investigate Associations between  
			   Hand Movement and Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) Risk
Supervisors		  Associate Professor JE Alty, Dr Q Bai, Dr SK Garg, Dr K Lawler

Bin Liang
School		  Education
Thesis Title		  In Search of Liberty: Yan Fu’s San Min and Spencerian strategies
Supervisors		  Dr DT Moltow, Dr SM Richey

Stephy Ann Libera
School		  Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
Thesis Title		  The Ocean’s Role in Driving Antarctic Sea Ice Predictability
Supervisors		  Dr WR Hobbs, Dr A Klocker, Dr R Matear, Dr A Meyer

Ahmed Alaa Eldin Tohami Taha Maklad
School		  Pharmacy and Pharmacology 
Thesis Title		  Cellular and Molecular Events in the Progression of Medulloblastoma
Supervisors		  Dr I Azimi, Dr N Guven

Jacquelyn Susan McCoy
School		  Psychological Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Upscheduling Codeine in Australia
Supervisors		  Associate Professor RB Bruno, Dr BE Schuez

GRADUATE RESEARCH
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Michelle Morgan
School		  Geography, Planning, and Spatial Sciences
Thesis Title		  A Systems Perspective on Place‑based Approaches to Community Health and Wellbeing
Supervisors		  Professor RG Eccleston, Associate Professor FS Harpur, Dr S Rowbotham, Professor E Stratford

Philip James Mylecharane
School		  Creative Arts and Media 
Thesis Title		  Extended Synchresis: Sound, vision, and conceit
Supervisors		  Dr SJ Carson, Dr TD Juliff

Irtaza Ali Nemati
School		  Tasmanian School of Business and Economics
Thesis Title		  Identifying Service Innovation Micro‑practices for Value Co‑creation in a Cultural Context
Supervisors		  Dr SM Fazal‑E‑Hasan, Dr L French, Dr R Kling, Dr G Laud, Dr M Woods

Zoe Louise Rimmer
School		  Humanities 
Thesis Title		  Tasmanian Aboriginal Activism and Intervention in Cultural Institutions: Repatriation and creating a 
			   Pakana museology
Supervisors		  Associate Professor P Edmonds, Professor LM Fletcher, Dr G Sculthorpe, Dr R Taylor, Professor MM Walter

Simon Charles Stanton
School		  Information and Communication Technology
Thesis Title		  Cooperative Intent: An exploration of computational learning in a discrete preference space
Supervisors		  Dr JR Dermoudy, Dr IJ Lewis, Dr RB Ollington

Abbey Christine Throssell
School		  Geography, Planning, and Spatial Sciences
Thesis Title		  Systematics of Scopariinae Moths in Australia: Taxonomy, molecular phylogeny and evolutionary history
Supervisors		  Associate Professor Vanessa Adams, Associate Professor Christopher Burridge, Dr Peter McQuillan,  
			   Dr Catherine Young

Debra Louise Urquhart
School		  Tasmanian Institute of Learning & Teaching
Thesis Title		  Early School Leaver Re‑engagement through Distance Education
Supervisors		  Dr NR Barnes, Professor KM te Riele

Jakob Weis
School		  Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
Thesis Title		  The Southern Ocean’s Biological Response to Atmospheric Iron Fertilisation
Supervisors		  Professor AR Bowie, Professor Z Chase, Dr C Schallenberg, Professor PG Strutton

Myriam Ziou
School		  Menzies Institute for Medical Research
Thesis Title		  Childhood Health Outcomes Associated with Air Pollution in Early Life: Investigating the role of  
			   exposure intensity and duration
Supervisors		  Professor FH Johnston, Associate Professor N Stephens, Dr AJ Wheeler, Professor GR Zosky

GRADUATE RESEARCH
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GRADUATES CONFERRED THROUGH COUNCIL

COLLEGE OF ARTS, LAW 
AND EDUCATION

Bachelor of Adult and Applied 
Learning

Darrell William Morgan

Master of Teaching

Jasmine Suter

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
MEDICINE

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Ann‑Sophie Edith Hagan
Meliza Encarnacion Reginaldo

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Renal Nursing)

Karissa Sarah Davies

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Primary Health)

Tracey Anne Miles

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 
AND ENGINEERING

Graduate Certificate in Economic 
Geology

Thomas James Lucas

Master of Professional Engineering 
(Civil and Structural)

Cheng Yang

GRADUATE RESEARCH

Graduate Certificate in Research

Jingye Cheng
Liam Robert Fullbrook
Javier Nicolas Merrill Cifuentes
Samantha Vlcek

Doctor of Philosophy
Jingye Cheng
School		  Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture
Thesis Title		  Explore Gibberellin (GA)‑related Genes for Barley Productivity
Supervisors		  Professor SN Shabala, Professor M Zhou

Liam Robert Fullbrook
School		  Social Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Integrated Ocean Management in Australia: The impact of persistent problems
Supervisors		  Professor SD Frusher, Professor MG Haward, Associate Professor JZ Vince

Hans Alexander Hansson
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Tomorrow is Yesterday: Early‑life conditions shape ectotherm life histories
Supervisors		  Associate Professor CP Burridge, Dr LJ Fitzpatrick, Professor E Wapstra, Associate Professor GM While

Javier Nicolas Merrill Cifuentes
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Quantification of Mineral Textures for Geometallurgical Predictive Modelling
Supervisors		  Dr MJ Cracknell, Dr AJ Escolme, Dr A Parbhakar‑Fox

Samantha Vlcek
School		  Education 
Thesis Title		  Stakeholder Collaboration in the Education of Australian Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Supervisors		  Professor MM Cuskelly, Dr SJ Pedersen, Dr CS Rayner, Dr MI Somerton
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WELCOME TO  
YOUR UNIVERSITY  
ALUMNI COMMUNITY

Congratulations on completing your studies successfully 
and graduating today.

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania, you are joining  
a vibrant global community of more than 140,000 alumni 
that live and work across approximately 110 countries.

Through your alumni community you will experience 
the special bond that forms between people who have 
studied at the same University and you may be surprised 
how this connection will influence people's desire to help 
you and see you succeed.

 Wherever you are in the world, there is probably another 
University of Tasmania graduate there who can help you 
establish connections, build networks, get introductions, 
make friends, or even find a home.  And if you need help 
finding these fellow graduates, our Alumni Office can  
give you a hand.

Through the University you have access to a wide range  
of events and opportunities to extend your network.

The University also offers a number of lifelong  
learning, career enhancement and student  
mentoring opportunities.

ALUMNI BENEFITS

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania you have 
access to many exclusive services and benefits including:

•	 discounts on further study

•	 lifelong learning opportunities, lectures and forums

•	 free access to the University Library

•	 lifelong email

•	 invitations to reunions and networking events

•	 professional development events and webinars

•	 career mentoring and career development

•	 alumni news and information services

•	 volunteering opportunities

RECOGNISE THE EXCEPTIONAL

The Alumni Awards program recognise the outstanding 
achievements of alumni making a significant contribution to 
their communities and achieving excellence in their industry.

For more information go to 
utas.edu.au/alumni/our-alumni/awards

GRADUATE OUTCOMES SURVEY (GOS)

As a University graduate, you will receive an invitation  
by email to complete the GOS in 4-6 months' time.

The GOS is administered by the Social Research Centre 
on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 
Graduates from Universities across Australia participate.

This is your opportunity to provide feedback on your 
experiences at the University of Tasmania and tell us  
what you have been up to since leaving the University,  
e.g. Are you working? If so, where and in what industry?  
Did you go on to further study?

Your survey response will be greatly appreciated.

SHARE YOUR GRADUATION MOMENTS

Graduation is a celebration of your success at university  
and we encourage you to share celebration messages  
and photos of your smiles, gowns, families and friends  
on the University's Alumni Facebook page at  
facebook.com/utasalumni.
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R
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L
IA ACADEMIC AND CEREMONIAL DRESS

On graduation day, special academic dress is worn for the ceremony. Gowns and hoods of 
different shapes indicate the degrees of bachelor's, master's and doctorates, and the colour of 
each hood represents the discipline of study. The University's academic dress is based on those 
of the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge. The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Members of the University Council wear ceremonial regalia.

HONORARY DOCTORATE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

HONORARY MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Cap: black, with gold cord and tassel.

PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATES

Gown: black, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Gown: black, with scarlet silk on the opening of 
sleeves and length of the lapels. Hood: scarlet, 
fully lined with scarlet silk. Bonnet: black 
velvet, with scarlet cord and tassel.

MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk. Cap: black, with black  
cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk, bound on tippet and cowl 
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk on tippet and cowl. Cap: black,  
with black cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk,  bound on tippet and cowl  
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND DIPLOMA

Gown: black cloth. Stole: coloured silk  
of discipline. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.

CHANCELLOR AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Gown: black damask silk, trimmed with gold 
braid, gold embroidery designs with the lion 
from the University's coat of arms and the 
Tasmanian floral emblem. Cap: black, edged 
with gold braid; or Bonnet: black velvet, with 
gold cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY COUNCIL

Gown: black cloth, with gold braid running 
from front to back on each shoulder.  
Cap: black, with black cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN  
MARITIME COLLEGE BOARD

Gown: black cloth with square collar of gold 
silk, faced on the full length of the lapels with 
gold silk. Cap: black, edged with gold braid 
and black cord and tassel.

FELLOW 

Gown: black cloth, with red stole, trimmed 
with gold. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.



P A G E  2 1  •  H O B A R T  •  2 0  M A R C H  2 0 2 4

Arts
Dark Blue

Law
Crimson

Education
Light Blue

Music,  
Performing Arts

Silver Grey

Fine Arts,  
Visual Arts

Satinwood

Business,  
Economics

Orange

Arts, Law and  
Education

Business and 
Economics

Medical Science, 
Dementia Care

Purple

Nursing
Blue Green

Health
Jacaranda

Medicine and 
Surgery

Lilac

Pharmacy
Saffron

Health and Medicine

Science,  
Engineering, ICT

White

Environmental  
Studies
Light Pink

Geomatics and 
Surveying
Green Muscat

Agricultural  
Science

Brown

Engineering and 
Technology

Green

Architecture,  
Town Planning, 

Enivironmental Design
Dark Pink

Sciences and Engineering

Aboriginal Scarf Torres Strait Islander Scarf

Maritime  
Operations

Royal Blue

Marine  
Conservation 
and Resource 
Sustainability

Aqua

Certificate I-IV  
and Graduate 

Certificate
Silver Grey

Diploma  
and Graduate 

Diploma
Apricot

Marine and  
Logistics 

Management
Ivory

Marine  
Engineering and 
Hydrodynamics 

Purple

Australian Maritime College

Doctor of Philosophy
Scarlett

Higher Degrees in Research
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Graduation ceremonies go back a long way – some parts of modern ceremonies date back to the 
12th century. When the Chancellor confers degrees to graduands, their words are a translation of 
the Latin form used in the Middle Ages.

In those times, the Chancellor’s authority came 
from the church, which had a monopoly on 
education, partly because clerics were almost 
the only people who could read and write. As 
a result, the only person who could license a 
teacher was the bishop of a diocese, a task 
he could deputise to his chief secretary or 
chancellor. But as learning spread and teachers 
needed to work outside of a single diocese,  
the Chancellor’s authority had to come from 
the Pope. 

This changed at the Reformation, when 
the Crown assumed all the rights that had 
previously been the Pope’s in England.  
As a result, all subsequent universities in 
England have been created by Royal Charter 
– and chancellors now wear robes similar  
to those of the Lord Chancellor of England,  
rather than the ecclesiastical robes of the 
Middle Ages.

In the 12th century, academic staff were called 
‘masters’ or MAs. They hired their own lecture 
rooms and charged their own fees, and formed 
guilds or unions, which is what ‘universitas’ 
originally meant. As they insisted that they 
alone should determine who could be teachers, 
they found themselves in conflict with the 
Chancellor.  

In the 13th century, the Pope decreed that 
chancellors were obliged to confer degrees on 
all those nominated by the masters. This is why 
the Dean, as spokesperson for the academic 
staff, reads out the names of those who are to 
receive degrees, and why the masters watch 
to see that the Chancellor or their deputy does 
their job. 

The word ‘degree’ comes from the Latin 
gradus, which means ‘a step’, which is also 
where we get 'graduand’. When students are 
admitted to a bachelor’s degree they move  
one step up, and when they are admitted to  
a master’s degree they climb again to become 
part of the masters guild, or universitas. 

The public is also an important participant in 
the graduation ceremony, as the proceedings 
need to be seen and heard by valid witnesses. 
The public hears the words of the Dean and 
the Chancellor and sees the new graduates 
dressed in their respective gowns or robes. 

Based on Davis, R.H.C. 1991. From Alfred the 
Great to Stephen, Hambledon Press, London, 
pp. 307-309.
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