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Y We acknowledge the Palawa/Pakana 

people of lutruwita (Tasmania) and 

the Gadigal people of Sydney, the 

traditional owners and custodians of 

the land upon which we live and work. 

We pay respects to Elders past and 

present as the knowledge holders and 

sharers. We honour their strong culture 

and knowledge as vital to the self-

determination, wellbeing and strength 

of their communities. We stand for a 

future that profoundly respects and 

acknowledges Aboriginal perspectives, 

culture, language and history.
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S The University Medal is the highest academic award given to 

undergraduate students. 

Medals are awarded to students  
who have a consistent record 
of exceptional academic 
achievement at all levels of a 
bachelor's degree program, and 
qualify for a bachelor's degree 
with first class honours. Up to 
thirteen medals can be awarded 
annually.

The medal incorporates the 
University Arms. Originally, the 

University used the seal of the 
Tasmanian Council of Education. 
In 1937, a competition was held 
for the design of a coat of arms 
from University graduates.  
A design by Mr Egbert Holder  
Harry, a graduate and 
Launceston resident, was 
declared the winner.
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that symbolises the university's ethos. Before becoming 
ceremonial, maces were a real weapon, carried into battle  
by medieval knights and war-like bishops. Now, the mace  
is purely symbolic, and represents authority.

When the University of 
Tasmania was inaugurated  
in 1890, the symbol of 
authority used was a simple 
black rod. But in 1982, the 
University commissioned local 
sculptor Peter Taylor to design 
and coordinate the creation 
of a mace, with contributions 
from a number of Tasmanian 
artisans.

The head is made of 
ceramic and bronze, with 12 
ceramic ‘vanes' alternately 

enamelled in the University 
colours of red and blue. 
Gilding is applied to the 
outer edges of each of the 
vanes and is topped by a 
bronze crown. Four of the 
12 ceramic vanes extend 
through the crown, and 
form a visual focus for 
the paws of four bronze 
thylacines (Tasmanian 
tigers) around the crown.

Source: Australiana 2012, 
February, vol.34, no.1, p.29.
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D In 2014, a black rod was 
reintroduced as a symbol of 
authority at ceremonial occasions.

The use of a black rod dates back  
to the 14th century in Britain, where  
an Usher of the Black Rod served  
the monarch in the British House  
of Lords. The Black Rod was used  
to discipline anyone who offended 
the Crown. 

The University's Black Rod is  
made from Hydrowood Blackheart 
Sassafras. Hydrowood is sustainably 
recovered timber from the bed of 
Lake Pieman, which was flooded in 
the 1970s. It is now highly valued  
by furniture designers and 
woodworkers, and is also used 
in high-end residential and 
commercial construction.

The Centre for Sustainable 
Architecture with Wood, an 
extension of the University of 
Tasmania's School of Architecture 
and Design, collaborates with the 
State Government and Sustainable 
Forest Management on the 
Hydrowood project. The Centre's 
role is to provide timber producers 
with recovered logs that can 
be economically and efficiently 
converted into usable products.

The University's Black Rod is  
designed by award-winning 
designer and former Program 
Director of Furniture Design,  
Simon Ancher.
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WELCOME FROM  
THE CHANCELLOR 

Congratulations on becoming one of our newest graduates. 

I am honoured to share this special occasion with you,  
and your family and friends.

University is all about learning new skills and knowledge  
and discovering what these might offer the world. I hope that 
learning from a Tasmanian perspective has given you a distinctive 
and valuable experience that you find helpful in the years ahead.

Equally important, university is also about being part of a 
community and we are very grateful that you have been  
a part of ours. Now that you are graduating, I hope that you will  
stay connected through our much-valued alumni community, 
which includes over 140,000 University of Tasmania graduates  
living and working across the globe.

Wherever you choose to live and whatever you choose to do,  
I wish you the very best and express my admiration for your 
significant achievement.

Alison Watkins 
Chancellor

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations!

We hope the education and experiences you have had at the 
University of Tasmania have made a real difference for you.

We hope it has nurtured a fascination with your area of study  
and that you feel ready to contribute to our society's many debates 
and discussions. Likewise, we hope it has helped you acquire skills 
and knowledge that will benefit you, whether at work, in your 
community or in your family

We also hope it has prepared you to make a positive contribution  
to the world. For those in Tasmania, this includes helping to create 
Tasmania's future. Tasmania is a place with many wonderful 
opportunities. Like everywhere else, it also has plenty of challenges 
that need skilled and committed people working to overcome them.  

Whether you are helping in your local community or contributing to 
national or international efforts, everyone's role in making our world 
a better place is valued greatly.

Today we celebrate the next generation going out, ready to make 
the difference that the world needs. 

We hope this is a happy day for you and wish you well.

Professor Rufus Black 
Vice-Chancellor
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10:30AM MONDAY 15 APRIL 2024

MUSIC played

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 10:30am in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Health and Medicine 
Professor Christine Stirling, Head of the School of Nursing, PhD, MPA, Cert Paediatrics, BN, RN, AAG, ACN
Professor Denise Fassett, Executive Dean, College of Health and Medicine, BHlthSci(Nurs), MNurs Tas,  
	 PhD Technol.Syd, SRCNA
Belinda Flanagan, Chair of Academic Senate, AssocDipSci (Ambulance), BApplSci (Nurs),  
	 GradCertProfLearning, MMid, MPH, PhD
Professor Nicholas Farrelly, Vice-Chancellor, BAS(Hons) ANU, MPhil, DPhil Oxon
Dr Sharon Andrews, BN with Hons, PhD in Health Science
Ms Alison Watkins, Chancellor, AM, BCom, FCA, FAICD, SF FIN

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY

WELCOME BY THE CHANCELLOR Ms Alison Watkins 

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Dr Sharon Andrews

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Ms Taylah Pettersen

CLOSING REMARKS by the Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 11 April 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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2:30PM MONDAY 15 APRIL 2024

MUSIC played

THE PROCESSION will enter the Hall at 2:30am in the following order:

Usher of the Black Rod
Members of the College of Health and Medicine, College of Arts Law & Education, College of Business & Economics, 
College of Sciences & Engineering
Associate Professor Emmett Stinson, Head of School, BA(Hons), MA, PhD
Professor Melanie Bryant, Head of the International School, BBus(Hons), PhD Monash
Associate Professor Belinda Flanagan, Head of the School of Paramedicine, AssocDipSci (Ambulance), BApplSci (Nurs), 
GradCertProfLearning, MMid, MPH, PhD
Dr (Pieter) Francsois Fouche, PhD
Professor Denise Fassett, Executive Dean, College of Health and Medicine, BHlthSci(Nurs), MNurs Tas,  
	 PhD Technol.Syd, SRCNA
Professor Natalie Brown, Chair of Academic Senate, BSc(Hons), DipEd, GCBusStd, PhD, FSEDA, GAICD
Professor Nicholas Farrelly, Vice-Chancellor, BAS(Hons) ANU, MPhil, DPhil Oxon
Mrs Lara Hope, BA, Grad Cert in Public Health
Ms Alison Watkins, Chancellor, AM, BCom, FCA, FAICD, SF FIN

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM will be played

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are one and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia Fair.

WELCOME BY THE CHANCELLOR Ms Alison Watkins

THE OCCASIONAL ADDRESS delivered by Mrs Lara Hope

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

THE VALEDICTORY ADDRESS delivered by Mr Zachary Paterson

CLOSING REMARKS by the Chancellor

THE RECESSION of the stage party in reverse order to that of entry, followed by the new graduates and diplomates

This program includes the names of those candidates who will receive their degrees and diplomas in person and in 
absentia, and is correct at 11 April 2024

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, LAW AND EDUCATION

Undergraduate Certificate in Family 
History

Cheryl Grace Dale
Dianne Margaret Fryga

Diploma of Arts

Charlotte Claire England

Diploma of Creative Arts and Health

Michelle Mason

Diploma of Family History

Tara Beckett
Jacqueline Louise Bowen
Lloyd Campbell
Kevin Mark Chahoud
Delma Dawn Childs
Fiona Elizabeth Coyte

Fleur Sherwood Creed
Jennifer Maree Crossman
Brian Edward Cummins
Sandra Terese Dixon
Lorel Dodson
Katrina Lea Faint
Julia Ferguson
Kathlean Joan Fuller
Natalie Funston
Melanie Therese Hogg
Wendy Janssens
Diane May Jarrett
Donna Elizabeth Kellion
Julie Faye Lake
Verinnia Lansom
Kathryn Maree Le Gay Brereton
Lillian Gail Patterson
Anne Maree Powell

Margaret Maria Strong
Rosemary Elizabeth Torbay
Julianne Varga
Doreen Warriner

Associate Degree in Arts

Bruce Alfred Pike

Bachelor of Arts

David Timothy Kroeze

Bachelor of Justice Studies

Shakira Baumback

Graduate Diploma of Tourism, 
Environmental and Cultural 
Heritage

Pan Li

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS

Undergraduate Certificate in 
Agriculture

Tara Louise Hill

Diploma of University Studies 
(Nursing Foundation Studies)

Alexander Ian Solling Byrne
Radhika Gauli
Leona Makita
Desma Louise Rich
Anuradha Sharma
Sampada Sigdel

Diploma of University Studies 
(Paramedicine)

Nicole Maree Bowden
Sophie Cashman

Ashlie Georgia Green
Raghad Najim
Alexandria Meagan Richens

Graduate Certificate in Health 
Service Management (Safety and 
Quality)

Ruby Chacko
Julianne Jun Tze Chong
Marcia Jayne Pankhurst
Erin Lee Robinson
Karen Cecilia Roebuck
Brent Graham Shailer
Simone Elizabeth Shaw

Graduate Diploma of Health Service 
Management

Shelley Maree Hatton

Master of Health Service 
Management

Kimberly Attenborough
Ahmad El Rozz
Elizabeth Ellen Haines
Abby Kalac
Jenna Kratzel
Kerry Legge
Danielle Leong
Bryan Ashley Lusica
Jessica Leah Pavlidis
Anush Sharma
Peter Sutherland
Steffy Niangneiching Wray
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Diploma of Dementia Care

Eva Lorena Afford
Karren Maree Flint

Bachelor of Nursing

Chhaya Adhikari
Kedar Adhikari
Rojina Adhikari
Seph Allcorn
Hiroko Amagaya
Arora Amyra
Claire Joy Anderson
Natalie Arce
Melanee Ardizzi
Manisha Arjel
Pauline Ayesimire
Ghada Ayoub
Scarlet Baina Sanabria
Lauren Baker
Danielle Asha Bakes
Lara Therese Basha
Narelle Lesley Batley
Millicent Nerida Cecily Berger
Prabha Bhandari
Kylie Burley
Marcus Anthony Cain
Chelsea Rose Carr
Justin Paul Cases
Clare Louise Casey
Donna May Castillo
Coby-Lea Chalker
Purnima Chapagain Acharya
Sabin Chhetri
Luke John Collier
Daniella Roberta Olga Collison
Madeline Leanne Davey
Emily Catherine Davis
Pramod Dewan
Ishu Dhaubhadel
Swetha Dinesh
Jennifer Nhan Do
Taylor‑Jane Dooner
Astha Dotel
Diana Yulieth Duque Gomez
Suprabha Dutta
Samantha Edwards
Helen Robina Elliott
Grace Entwisle
Tini George
Reezu Giri
Shiwen He
Rosanna Heap
Millie April Hook
Laura Louise How
Po Yan Hui

Claudia Abbey Mae Hunter
Charlotte Husarek
Ronya Ibrahim
Kallan Jennis
Daria Grace Jones
Rewati Joshi
Isabel Madison Judd
Sunita K C
Ranju Kafle
Rita Kafle
Saroj Kafle
Yojana Karki
Jasmine Katrib
Narinder Kaur
Navneet Kaur
Irfan Shokatali Khan
Jordan Shae King
Sonika Koirala Acharya
Bhagawati Lama
Ethan Lewis
Junu Limbu
Emily Lloyd‑Tait
Anu Marhatta
Michaela Lauren McAllister
Karliagh Anne McQuade‑Walls
Samantha Jane Mercer
McKenzie Middleton
George Mikhail
Heavena Mitra
Melanie Jessica Naparstek
Sunita Nepali Gaire
Tat Wing Ng
Thi Hien Anh Nguyen
Trang Thuy Nguyen
Heart Desire Joy Nunez
Pinky Rose Tabbay Ocampo
Nicoleta Andreea Oprescu
Nkiruka Emilia Ozigbo
Prabin Parajuli
Sunhee Park
Bianca Parkin
Deepak Paudel
Taylah Pettersen
Georgina Piggott
Deepak Poudel
Srishti Poudel
Suraj Pradhan
Uma Prajapati Dheke
Khagendra Rai
Tina Rai
Yael Randhawa
Pramila Ranjitkar
Piper‑Rose Richards
Zinnia Nancy Mary Robinson
Isabella Rodrigues Da Cunha Gouvea

Cody Rodriguez
Jaya Prakash Roka Magar
Sharon Roland
Jessica Rose Roper
Purna Sadashankar
Deepa Sapkota Kandel
Sujan Sarkar
Sehaj Mani
Katrelle Seifert
Sajana Shahi
Sobit Raj Shahi
Kabita Sharma Subedi
Ajaya Shrestha
Gita Shrestha
Kritika Shrestha
Rakesh Shrestha
Ramina Shrestha
Srijana Shrestha
Bimata Shrestha Kandel
Ethan Sing
Simarbir Singh
Daniele Soares da Silva
Sonam Yangkyi
Xi Song
Madison Jay Stevenson
Sumit Kumar
Ella Elizabeth Summerhayes  
	 Stevenson
Santoshi Sunuwar
Catherine Sweeny
Sarala Thapa
Joselit Thomas
Kristy Thompson‑Laing
Adelee Anne Thomson
Hyun‑Jeong Juliann Um
Declan Van Aken
Jacinta Walsh
Charanjit Kaur Warshawaya
Jessica White
Sophie Wright‑Richards
Penina Bridget Ygosse
Bipin Yogol
Kylie Gloria You
Carolina Zajc
Ali Imran Bandar Zrkoshe

Bachelor of Paramedic Practice

Channie Jobelle Arancon
Paul Bennett
Alexander Bolli
Michael Robert Cole
Erica Tess Williams
Charlie Gabriel Workman

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Bachelor of Paramedicine
Aislinn Abdurahman
Howra Al Timimy
Natasha Louise Angel
Shislene Batistela Tokuda
Ellyia Eden Beresford
Andrew Brown
Kayla Brown
Samuel Brown
Nicholas Bulloch
Rianna Sam Cassidy
Lucy Castelletti
Tibbie Chiu
Benjamin John Chivers
Sophie Rose Colless
Olivia Cooper
Melissa Cousins
Jade Willa Crook
Mollie Grace Dreves
Emily El‑Chah
Curtis Nielson Falkner
Kate Fewtrell
Benjamin Joseph Field
Madigan Fray
Bianca Rose Garth
Lucia Gerontakos
Sean Myles Golding
Bridget Chantelle Green
James Green
Veronika Grobler
Jayden Thomas Harrison
Melanie Higgins
Emily Suzanne Hopcroft
Joshua William Hunnisett
Emily Rose Jansen
Christopher James Kennedy
Julia Kennelly
Antonia Lao
Riley Michael McLeod
Mikayla Jayne Menouhos
Luis Miranda Loriga
Shelby Montepaone
Zoe Moon
Michael Moran
Jenna Neill

Alessia Ng
Raine Iris Nicole Ong
Eion Gabriel Lim Pascua
Zachary Stephen Paterson
Taylor Susan Pember
Raoul Alexander Plimer
Maxwell Kenneth Porter
Fletcher Rae
Merinda Jayne Ramage
Sophie Anne Reeves
Danielle Judy Ribeiro
Bridget Rowley‑Bates
Julie Ruelland
Chiara Russell
Oliver Hamish Savage
Evie Saville
Murray Scott
Brooke Yin Ling Seeto
Victoria Shepherd
Kristen Shidiak
Abbey Rose Skipper
Georgia Smith
Bianca Isabel Sparks
Daniel Patrick St George
Miah Louisa Ann Stephens
Tess Farrer Steven
Tamara Leanne Stoddart
James Stortenbeker
Adeline Tiong
Eloise Faye Hilary Trotter
Peta Hannah Ussher
Luke James van den Tillaart
Jasmin Veitch

Graduate Certificate (Clinical 
Redesign)

Susan Jane Martin
Rachael Trott

Graduate Certificate in Healthcare 
in Remote and Extreme 
Environments

Nicci Maher
Mitchell Paul Pani
Nicola Alice Wood

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Child and Family Health Nursing)

Anok Lual Doong

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Critical Care Nursing)

Lena Ann Christine Sloan

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Claudia May Aylward
Matthew Lee Begg
Nicola Louise Bland

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Mental Health and Psychiatric 
Nursing)

Jacqueline Pugh

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing)

Rebecca Louise Headon‑Camm

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Perioperative Nursing)

Jinru Ruby He

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Emergency Nursing)

Bidhya Ghale Gurung

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Gerontological Nursing)

Changeon Lee

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Leadership in Practice)

Kiran Venugopal

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Paediatric Nursing)

Megan Frances Patterson

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE
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Undergraduate Certificate in 
Sustainable Living

Jannik Aagerup
Catherine Elizabeth Guy
Maryann Harm
Catherine Louise Hooper
James Mahon
Suzanna Maree Mankey
Mackenzie James Roth
Anna Sabitova

Diploma of Engineering 
Infrastructure (Rail)

Andrea Borges
Chao Chen
Taneahuone Tarawa

Diploma of Sustainable Living

Manoj Prajwal Bhattaram
Ali Terry Bilal
Eva Blanda
Belinda Buckle
Cammy Veckranges Butler

Thomas Cacitti
Nicole Denise Capanna
Salina Wing Yee Chu
John Norman Clarke
Thomas Da‑Ibarra
Kankanampathiranage Thivanka  
	 De Silva
Trent Denham
Catherine Dunstan
Andrea Ebersohn
Manuela Ebneter
Kimberly Edwards
Marc Fletcher
Heather Graham
Genoveva Grayson
Susan Hannigan
Graeme Dennis Hudswell
Danielle Inglis
Matt Johnston
Matthew Joseph Judd
Corrina Tanya Keir
Charles James Kerr
Vishant Kumar

Jui‑Ling Liang
Marcus Alexander Lieghio
Kellie Anne Little
Elizabeth Manson
Heidi Lynne McElnea
Lily Mcevoy
Grady Kingsley Meagher
Susan Norman
Michelle Patricia O’Leary
Brenda Priddle
Jane Raby
Simone Ratcliffe
Lyndell Roberts
Ivona Anna Rose
Rashida Sandeman
Kelly Patricia Scott
Darshan Sitharthan
Julie Skennerton
Bianca St John
Jennifer Stokes
Megan Dianne Vassie
Alexandra Walsh

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING
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Graduate Certificate in Research

Vandana Bhagat
Ranju Chapagain
Max Gert Uwe Hohl
Edwin Paul Mseke
Chris Miyinzi Mwungu
Katherine May Ollerhead

Doctor of Philosophy

Vandana Bhagat
School		  Health Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Building Future Workforce Capability: Nursing students’ attitudes and knowledge of older Australians’  
			   oral healthcare and strategies to improve students’ competency
Supervisors		  Associate Professor LA Crocombe, Associate Professor LR Goldberg, Dr TH Hoang

Ranju Chapagain
School		  Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture 
Thesis Title		  Estimating Crop Model Uncertainty in Agricultural Systems: A comprehensive examination of the  
			   APSIM for potato production in Australia 
Supervisors		  Dr J Brown, Dr RM Harris, Prof C Mohammed, Dr JJ Ojeda, Dr TA Remenyi

Max Gert Uwe Hohl
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Defining the Mineral Chemistry Footprints of the Starra Iron Oxide-Copper Gold Deposits  
			   in Northwest Queensland
Supervisors		  Dr S Barker, Mr J Cloutier, Dr JA Steadman

Edwin Paul Mseke 
School		  Health Sciences
Thesis Title		  The Mental Health Service Preferences of Youth in Tasmania, Australia
Supervisors		  Associate Professor AP Barnett, Dr M Cross, Dr BL Jessup

Chris Miyinzi Mwungu
School		  Tasmanian School of Business and Economics
Thesis Title		  Towards Sustainable Agricultural Development: Empirical insights from Uganda on challenges  
			   and the way forward
Supervisors		  Dr CJ Levitt, Ms RL Nichols, Dr J Tian, Associate Professor S Yamazaki

Katherine May Ollerhead
School		  Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies
Thesis Title		  The Impacts of Acute Environmental Changes on the Physiology of Critically Endangered School  
			   Sharks (Galeorhinus galeus) in Southeast Tasmania
Supervisors		  Associate Professor JM Lyle, Associate Professor T MacCormack, Dr AJ Morash, Mr DA Moreno,  
			   Dr M Oellermann, Professor JM Semmens

GRADUATE RESEARCH
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GRADUATES CONFERRED THROUGH COUNCIL

COLLEGE OF ARTS, LAW 
AND EDUCATION

Bachelor of Adult and Applied 
Learning

Darrell William Morgan

Master of Teaching

Jasmine Suter

COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
MEDICINE

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Acute Care Nursing)

Ann‑Sophie Edith Hagan
Meliza Encarnacion Reginaldo

Graduate Certificate in Nursing 
(Renal Nursing)

Karissa Sarah Davies

Graduate Diploma of Nursing 
(Primary Health)

Tracey Anne Miles

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES 
AND ENGINEERING

Graduate Certificate in Economic 
Geology

Thomas James Lucas

Master of Professional Engineering 
(Civil and Structural)

Cheng Yang

GRADUATE RESEARCH

Graduate Certificate in Research

Jingye Cheng
Liam Robert Fullbrook
Javier Nicolas Merrill Cifuentes
Samantha Vlcek

Doctor of Philosophy
Jingye Cheng
School		  Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture
Thesis Title		  Explore Gibberellin (GA)‑related Genes for Barley Productivity
Supervisors		  Professor SN Shabala, Professor M Zhou

Liam Robert Fullbrook
School		  Social Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Integrated Ocean Management in Australia: The impact of persistent problems
Supervisors		  Professor SD Frusher, Professor MG Haward, Associate Professor JZ Vince

Hans Alexander Hansson
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Tomorrow is Yesterday: Early‑life conditions shape ectotherm life histories
Supervisors		  Associate Professor CP Burridge, Dr LJ Fitzpatrick, Professor E Wapstra, Associate Professor GM While

Javier Nicolas Merrill Cifuentes
School		  Natural Sciences 
Thesis Title		  Quantification of Mineral Textures for Geometallurgical Predictive Modelling
Supervisors		  Dr MJ Cracknell, Dr AJ Escolme, Dr A Parbhakar‑Fox

Samantha Vlcek
School		  Education 
Thesis Title		  Stakeholder Collaboration in the Education of Australian Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
Supervisors		  Professor MM Cuskelly, Dr SJ Pedersen, Dr CS Rayner, Dr MI Somerton
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WELCOME TO  
YOUR UNIVERSITY  
ALUMNI COMMUNITY

Congratulations on completing your studies successfully 
and graduating today.

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania, you are joining  
a vibrant global community of more than 140,000 alumni 
that live and work across approximately 110 countries.

Through your alumni community you will experience 
the special bond that forms between people who have 
studied at the same University and you may be surprised 
how this connection will influence people's desire to help 
you and see you succeed.

 Wherever you are in the world, there is probably another 
University of Tasmania graduate there who can help you 
establish connections, build networks, get introductions, 
make friends, or even find a home.  And if you need help 
finding these fellow graduates, our Alumni Office can  
give you a hand.

Through the University you have access to a wide range  
of events and opportunities to extend your network.

The University also offers a number of lifelong  
learning, career enhancement and student  
mentoring opportunities.

ALUMNI BENEFITS

As a graduate of the University of Tasmania you have 
access to many exclusive services and benefits including:

•	 discounts on further study

•	 lifelong learning opportunities, lectures and forums

•	 free access to the University Library

•	 lifelong email

•	 invitations to reunions and networking events

•	 professional development events and webinars

•	 career mentoring and career development

•	 alumni news and information services

•	 volunteering opportunities

RECOGNISE THE EXCEPTIONAL

The Alumni Awards program recognise the outstanding 
achievements of alumni making a significant contribution to 
their communities and achieving excellence in their industry.

For more information go to 
utas.edu.au/alumni/our-alumni/awards

GRADUATE OUTCOMES SURVEY (GOS)

As a University graduate, you will receive an invitation  
by email to complete the GOS in 4-6 months' time.

The GOS is administered by the Social Research Centre 
on behalf of the Department of Education and Training. 
Graduates from Universities across Australia participate.

This is your opportunity to provide feedback on your 
experiences at the University of Tasmania and tell us  
what you have been up to since leaving the University,  
e.g. Are you working? If so, where and in what industry?  
Did you go on to further study?

Your survey response will be greatly appreciated.

SHARE YOUR GRADUATION MOMENTS

Graduation is a celebration of your success at university  
and we encourage you to share celebration messages  
and photos of your smiles, gowns, families and friends  
on the University's Alumni Facebook page at  
facebook.com/utasalumni.



P A G E  1 6  •  S Y D N E Y  •  1 5  A P R I L  2 0 2 4

R
E

G
A

L
IA ACADEMIC AND CEREMONIAL DRESS

On graduation day, special academic dress is worn for the ceremony. Gowns and hoods of 
different shapes indicate the degrees of bachelor's, master's and doctorates, and the colour of 
each hood represents the discipline of study. The University's academic dress is based on those 
of the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge. The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and 
Members of the University Council wear ceremonial regalia.

HONORARY DOCTORATE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

HONORARY MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: scarlet, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Cap: black, with gold cord and tassel.

PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATES

Gown: black, with coloured silk of discipline 
on the opening of sleeves and length of the 
lapels. Hood: black, fully lined with coloured 
silk. Bonnet: black velvet, with gold cord  
and tassel.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Gown: black, with scarlet silk on the opening of 
sleeves and length of the lapels. Hood: scarlet, 
fully lined with scarlet silk. Bonnet: black 
velvet, with scarlet cord and tassel.

MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk. Cap: black, with black  
cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
MASTER'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, fully lined  
with coloured silk, bound on tippet and cowl 
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk on tippet and cowl. Cap: black,  
with black cord and tassel.

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE  
BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Gown: black cloth. Hood: black, lined with 
coloured silk,  bound on tippet and cowl  
with gold braid. Cap: black, with black cord 
and tassel.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE AND DIPLOMA

Gown: black cloth. Stole: coloured silk  
of discipline. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.

CHANCELLOR AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Gown: black damask silk, trimmed with gold 
braid, gold embroidery designs with the lion 
from the University's coat of arms and the 
Tasmanian floral emblem. Cap: black, edged 
with gold braid; or Bonnet: black velvet, with 
gold cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY COUNCIL

Gown: black cloth, with gold braid running 
from front to back on each shoulder.  
Cap: black, with black cord and tassel.

MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN  
MARITIME COLLEGE BOARD

Gown: black cloth with square collar of gold 
silk, faced on the full length of the lapels with 
gold silk. Cap: black, edged with gold braid 
and black cord and tassel.

FELLOW 

Gown: black cloth, with red stole, trimmed 
with gold. Cap: black, with black cord  
and tassel.
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Graduation ceremonies go back a long way – some parts of modern ceremonies date back to the 
12th century. When the Chancellor confers degrees to graduands, their words are a translation of 
the Latin form used in the Middle Ages.

In those times, the Chancellor’s authority came 
from the church, which had a monopoly on 
education, partly because clerics were almost 
the only people who could read and write. As 
a result, the only person who could license a 
teacher was the bishop of a diocese, a task 
he could deputise to his chief secretary or 
chancellor. But as learning spread and teachers 
needed to work outside of a single diocese,  
the Chancellor’s authority had to come from 
the Pope. 

This changed at the Reformation, when 
the Crown assumed all the rights that had 
previously been the Pope’s in England.  
As a result, all subsequent universities in 
England have been created by Royal Charter 
– and chancellors now wear robes similar  
to those of the Lord Chancellor of England,  
rather than the ecclesiastical robes of the 
Middle Ages.

In the 12th century, academic staff were called 
‘masters’ or MAs. They hired their own lecture 
rooms and charged their own fees, and formed 
guilds or unions, which is what ‘universitas’ 
originally meant. As they insisted that they 
alone should determine who could be teachers, 
they found themselves in conflict with the 
Chancellor.  

In the 13th century, the Pope decreed that 
chancellors were obliged to confer degrees on 
all those nominated by the masters. This is why 
the Dean, as spokesperson for the academic 
staff, reads out the names of those who are to 
receive degrees, and why the masters watch 
to see that the Chancellor or their deputy does 
their job. 

The word ‘degree’ comes from the Latin 
gradus, which means ‘a step’, which is also 
where we get 'graduand’. When students are 
admitted to a bachelor’s degree they move  
one step up, and when they are admitted to  
a master’s degree they climb again to become 
part of the masters guild, or universitas. 

The public is also an important participant in 
the graduation ceremony, as the proceedings 
need to be seen and heard by valid witnesses. 
The public hears the words of the Dean and 
the Chancellor and sees the new graduates 
dressed in their respective gowns or robes. 

Based on Davis, R.H.C. 1991. From Alfred the 
Great to Stephen, Hambledon Press, London, 
pp. 307-309.
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